
TAUNTON TOWN v
TORQUAY UNIITED

TUESDAY 16 APRIL 2024 I kick-off 7:45pm

TAUNTON TOWN v
WESTON-SUPER-MARE

THURSDAY 18 APRIL 2024 I kick-off 7:45pm

TAUNTON TOWN v
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD TOWN
SATURDAY 20 APRIL 2024 I kick-off 3:00pm

PROGRAMME SPONSORS

THE OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME OF TAUNTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB £3.00
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Hestercombe House, Hestercombe Gardens,
Cheddon Fitzpaine, Taunton TA2 8LG Tel. 01823 740006
Email. enquiries@walpoledunn.co.uk www.walpoledunn.co.uk

ACCOUNTANCY
...BUTNOTASYOUKNOW IT

WHY CHOOSE US?
We believe that accountancy and
tax services should be about more
than a costly, annual catch up in

swanky offices (although ours aren’t
bad!). We also believe that businesses

shouldn’t have to fork out large
percentages of their profits in return for

a quality service. That’s why we offer
comprehensive, cost-effective services

to all of our clients and work hard to
understand their needs and become

their true business partners, proactively
supporting them to achieve their goals.

START-UP BUSINESSSUPPORT&ADVICE

TAX COMPLIANCE

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION &REPORTING

COMPANY FORMATION&SECRETARIAL

TAXSPECIALISMS(EIS / EMI / R&D)

PAYROLL &AUTO-ENROLMENT

VAT COMPLIANCE

ACCOUNTANCYCOMPLIANCE

CLOUD ACCOUNTINGSOLUTIONS
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STAFF DIRECTORY
President: Harold Needs

Life Vice Presidents: Alan Slade,Geoff Underwood
Chairman: Kevin Sturmey

Chief Executive: Kevin Sturmey
Vice Chairman: Brian Pollard

Directors: Derek Perry, Richard Smith
Company Secretary &Finance Manager: Alan Slade

Football Operations Manager: Karl Lindsay
Retail & Commercial Manager: Lee Derrick
Hospitality Manager: Keith Woodmason

LIFE MEMBERS
Mr D. Budge, MrM. Dongworth,Mrs J. Ellis,Mr T.Gibbs,

Mr J.Mayled, MrP. Mayled,Mr R.Musker,
Mr H.Needs, Mrs M.Needs, MrA. Payne

FOOTBALL OPERATIONS
Head of Football: Rob Dray

Assistant Manager: MattVillis
Head Coach: Connor Sidley-Adams

Coach: Steve Phillips
Goalkeeping Coach: Lloyd Irish

Sports Therapist: Anthony Cornish ITMMIF
Sports Masseur: Paul Edwards

Analysts: Jordan Barrow, AdamWhite
Kit Manager: Karl Lindsay

Assistant Kit Manager: Bobby Porter
Club Doctor: Dr Tim Norbury
Head Groundsman: Rob Hake

Grounds Team: Kevin Sturmey, Richard Medland, Stacy Matheson
Acting Safety Officer: Kevin Sturmey

Matchday Coordinator: Martin Dongworth
Senior Stewards: Mike Parsons, Martin Hebditch, Phil Ogden

Welfare Officer: Neil White
Turnstile Manager: Jason Mayled
Stadium Announcer: Nick Rickards

MEDIA TEAM
Communications Manager: Paul Smith

Website Manager &Press Officer: Andy Power
Social Media Manager: Max Fournier

Media Officer: Darren Harris
Club Photographers: Debbie Gould, Darren Harris

Videographer: Alex Anderson
Peacocks Radio: Rich Wilcox-Smith, Jon Reed

HONOURS
LEAGUE HONOURS

SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE

Champions 2017-18

WESTERN PREMIER DIVISION

Champions 1968-69, 1989-90, 1995-96,
1998-99, 1999-2000, 2000-01

SOUTHERN LEAGUE PREMIER SOUTH

Runners-Up 2018-19, Champions 2021-22

CUP HONOURS

FA VASE

Winners 2000-01

SOMERSET PREMIER CUP

Winners 2002-03, 2005-06, 2013-14,
2014-15, 2016-17

CONTACT DETAILS
Taunton Town Football Club

Wordsworth Drive
Taunton
Somerset
TA1 2HG

Website: www.tauntontown.com
Phone: (01823) 254909

E-mail: admin@tauntontown.com

Twitter: @TauntonTownFC
Facebook: Taunton Town FC
Instagram: Taunton Town FC

You Tube: Peacocks TV
Company Registration No: 1582031

Limited By Guarantee

Taunton Town Football Club does not tolerate
discrimination of any sortat the club, on the pitch or in

the stands. If you experience anyform of
discrimination, help us to eliminate it from football by

reporting it.
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The Gaffer
Welcome toWordsworth Drive for the final three Vanarama National
League South games of the 2023/24 season as we welcome Torquay

United,Weston-super-Mare and Hemel Hempstead Town.My welcome
extends to the officials, management, players and supporters joining us

and also to the match officials for all of these remaining matches.

To say this season has been a roller coaster for the club would be a huge
understatement with all the adversity we have gone through, but we are
still here and still in a position to avoid the drop out of this league.We

have put ourselves in this position by picking up a big win at the weekend
at Farnborough.

It was never going to be an easy task with the amount of outgoing players
and the players we were able to bring in, but full credit goes to the boys

for sticking with the job in hand and giving us a real opportunity to survive
and then look to rebuild ahead of next season.

In closing I would like to thank all of you the supporters for sticking by the
club and supporting us through thick and thin this season, we know it

hasn’t been easy and at times extremely frustrating, but we are hear and
we no we are fighting for that Peacocks badge. Keep the faith!!

Rob
Rob Dray

Head of Football, Taunton Town FC
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Torquay united
The history of Torquay United begins with the
merging of Ellacombe, Babbacombe and Torquay
Town. The elevation of Exeter City and Plymouth
Argyle to the Southern League at the end ofWorld
War I prompted the emergence of a new Torquay
United in 1921.

We immediately joined theWestern League and
finished sixth in that first season. In 1925, we
reached the first round proper of the FA Cup, only
losing out to Reading after two replays.

Two years later, we were crowned champions of
theWestern League and the club successfully
applied for full membership to the Football
League. Our first game was a 1-1 draw with Exeter
at Plainmoor, with the players now changed from
the early light and dark blue ensemble to a black
and white kit similar to the famous Newcastle
United strip.

Now referred to as the Magpies, United’s first ever
league goal was a penalty from Herbert Turner, but
that credible early draw was swiftly followed by a
painful 9-1 defeat at Millwall. Our first league
campaign ended with United finishing bottom of
Division Three (South).

Fortunately, our re-election to the league was
immediately confirmed and the 1930s was a
decade of quiet consolidation, with the club never
finishing higher than tenth place.

When the Football League resumed afterWorld
War II, United found a goalscoring hero in the form
of Sammy Collins, who helped us finally break the
top-ten duck in 1949. Collins would go on to
become the club’s record scorer with 219 goals
from 379 games.

The famous Yellow and Blue shirts we all love
today became a reality in the 1954-55 season and
the new-look kit played its role in a fabulous run to

the fourth round of the FA Cup. After humbling the
mighty Leeds United 4-0, a record 21,908 crammed
into Plainmoor for a narrow loss to Huddersfield,
and that remains our highest ever attendance.

The new era of manager Eric Webber saw United
come within goal difference of winning promotion
to Division Two for the first time ever but we were
pipped by Alf Ramsay’s Ipswich Town on the final
day of the 1956-57 season.

A change to the league structure and abolition of
the regionalised system placed United in the
newly-formed Division Four and the date of April
27, 1960 would finally see the club win promotion
from the bottom league.

Players like Don Mills and the Northcott brothers of
Tommy and George were the heroes of the day
and we survived our first season in Division Three
before dropping down the following year.

The emergence of young goalscorer Robin Stubbs
kept us near the top of Division Four and 1965
paired us with the mighty Tottenham Hotspur in
the third round of the FA Cup. Just over 20,000
people witnessed a stunning 3-3 draw, courtesy of
a brace from Stubbs. Although the replay atWhite
Hart Lane was a heavy loss, the episode was a
fitting end to 15 years ofWebber management.

Frank O’Farrell swept in as his replacement and
guided the Gulls back to Division Three in 1966 and
we were only denied a place in Division Two by a
poor finish to the 1967-68 season.We were
eventually relegated back to Division Four in 1972
and it would be 19 years before the club graced
the third tier again.

The 1970s was something of a non-event but Bruce
Rioch’s arrival as boss coincided with another run
to the fourth round of the FA Cup, where we lost
out in a 3-2 thriller with Sheffield Wednesday.

We then hit rock-bottom in 1985, finishing at the
foot of Division Four for the first time in 57 years.
That campaign of misery was immediately
followed by another two disastrous seasons and
we were extremely fortunate to earn re-election to
the Football League.

The introduction of a relegation system to the
Conference was obviously a concern in the
1986-87 season and we only escaped the drop by
holding Crewe to a 2-2 draw on the final day, in a
match that was held up by defender Jim McNichol
being bitten by a police dog named Bryn. Paul
Dobson would go on to equalise for the Gulls in the
time subsequently added on.

Cyril Knowles assumed the helm for the following
season and steered United to the newly-created
play-offs, but we lost out to Swansea 5-4 on
aggregate. Among those helping the Gulls to
battle away at the right end of the table was
teenage winger Lee Sharpe, who was sold to
Manchester United at the end of the campaign.

The Sherpa Van Trophy became familiar to the
Yellow Armywhen Dean Edwards scored twice
over a two-legged semi-final against his
hometown club,WolverhamptonWanderers, and
took United to Wembley, but Bolton were too
strong in the Final.

A wonderful start to the 1990-91 season took us
clear at the top before Christmas but a lull in form
saw John Impey introduced as manager. A finish of
seventh place booked a place in the play-offs and
Burnley were defeated in the semi-final.

Wembley once again beckoned and Blackpool
were the opposition. Edwards andWes Saunders
scored in a 2-2 draw and goalkeeper Gareth
Howells would score in the penalty shoot-out
before Dave Bamber missed for the Tangerines.

A managerial merry-go-round resulted in Neil
Warnock briefly taking the reins to rescue the
plummeting Gulls from a double relegation out of
the Football League. Unfortunately, the pattern
was set and United finished bottom in 1996, only
escaping relegation because Conference
Champions Stevenage Borough failed to meet
League ground regulations.

The Kevin Hodges era briefly stabilised the club
and we even flirted with promotion after a record-
breaking run of eight straight wins but a late
stutter thwarted automatic promotion. Another

play-off campaign beckoned but Colchester
triumphed atWembley to deny United.

Wes Saunders came in as boss and certainly
boosted the financial coffers, selling star striker
Rodney to Crewe for half-a-million. On the pitch,
we just missed out on the play-offs in Saunders’
second season but a dip in form led to Colin Lee
taking over.

The struggle continued, however, and we
eventually needed a desperate last-day win at
Barnet to avoid relegation. Next into the hot-seat
was Leroy Rosenior and he would guide a talented
young side to promotion in a thrilling 2004-05
season.

Sadly, the return to English football’s third tier was
brief and a period of decline for the club resulted
in a disastrous campaign that saw us relegated
out of the Football League in 2007, the first time in
80 years we had been a Conference outfit.

A major revamp behind the scenes rescued the
club from the brink of extinction and a new
consortium containing lottery winner Paul Bristow
helped to stabilise a financial crisis at Plainmoor.

On the pitch, the Gulls were left disappointed at
Wembley again, this time losing the FA Trophy Final
to Ebbsfleet. The pain was heightened by a play-
off semi-final loss to bitter rivals Exeter City, but the
following year was one to savour.

Former midfielder Paul Buckle was in charge and
he steered the Gulls to the fourth round of the FA
Cup and a play-off final win over Cambridge. The
Yellows were back in the Football League and a
season of consolidation was followed by two
thrilling campaigns.

The final year under Paul Buckle ended with
United reaching the League 2 play-off final at Old
Trafford but Stevenage proved too strong. The
2011-12 season, the first under Martin Ling, the new
manager brilliantly rebuilt his squad and only
missed automatic promotion on the final day
before losing to Cheltenham in the play-offs.

Sadly, Martin Ling fell ill midway through last
season and Alan Knill took over on a temporary
basis, steering the Gulls away from relegation on
the final day of a traumatic campaign. The club
then parted company with Ling and installed Knill
as permanent boss.
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24-year-old centre-forward Aaron Jarvis spent
2021/22 at League Two side Scunthorpe United.
With his goalscoring exploits for non-league

Basingstoke Town prompting Luton Town to pay
an undisclosed fee for the 6ft 2in striker back in
2017, Jarvis went on to represent The Hatters in

both their League Two and League One
promotion successes, as well as leading the line
during loan spells as The Gulls’ National League

rivals BorehamWood and Scottish
Championship side Falkirk. After departing
Kenilworth Road, another spell in English

football’s fifth tier for Sutton sealed a return to
the Football League with Scunthorpe, with the

striker spending the next two seasons at Glanford
Park.

Hall brings a wealth of experience to the squad
having made over 300 first team appearances
turning out for teams such as Luton Town, Oxford
United, Shrewsbury Town, and Cheltenham Town.
He was part of Gary Johnson’s squad that earned

the Robins a return to the Football League in
2016, prior to being reunited with his former

manager again in 2018. Asa’s calming presence,
not to mention important goals, helped steer
United towards the National League South

summit last season, and he was recognised for
his influential performances by being named in
the 2018/19 National league South ‘Team of the
Season’. United’s captain will now be hoping that
history repeats itself once again as he leads his

team once again in 2022/23.

Www.torquayunited.com

Two towatch

AARON JARVIS ASA HALL

The Alan Knill era proved unsuccessful and a poor
start to his permanent tenure ended with the club
sacking their manager in December 2014. Chris
Hargreaves was appointed boss in the January but
the mountain was too much to climb, and United
suffered relegation to the Conference.

Manager Chris Hargreaves was placed on
gardening leave and ex-Eastwood and Mansfield
manager Paul Cox was put in charge of 1st team
duties with a reduced playing budget for the
coming season.

United started the season with a 1-0 win over
Macclesfield but further wins were hard to come
by and Cox resigned from his post in September
2015.

The Board of Directors appointed former player
Kevin Nicholson to turn the season around and
save the club from relegation.

At one point United were twelve points from safety
but with the addition of some canny signings,
Kevin Nicholson and his squad were able to avoid
relegation from the National League. ‘The Great
Escape’ was celebrated with a 2-0 win away to
Bromley.

Just like the season before, Kevin Nicholson and his
coaching team were able to turn the season
around and stay in the National League.

The summer of 2016/17 was a season of change at
the Club. Kevin Nicholson signed fourteen new
players to revamp the playing squad.

After three defeats in the first four games, Kevin
Nicholson and the Club parted ways. Assistant
manager Robbie Herrera took the reins and led the
team for the next six games picking up two points.

After an extensive search for a newmanagement
team, the Club appointed Bath City manager Gary
Owers as Head Coach, and former Reading U23
coach Martin Kuhl as his Assistant on September
13th 2017.

Despite strengthening United’s squad with a
number of signings, Owers was unable to lift
United out of the relegation places, and despite a
brief upturn in results and performances, United’s
fate was sealed following a 1-1 draw away to
Hartlepool, as the club was relegated to National
League South.

United’s board and management insisted that

their stay in the sixth tier would be a brief one,
and Owers was immediately given the funds to put
together a side capable of bouncing back at the
first attempt.

Eleven new faces were named in the Gulls squad
that opened up with a 0-0 draw against
Chelmsford, and this was followed up with
successive wins over Bath City and Hemel
Hempstead. However, one win in the next six
games, culminating in a 1-0 home defeat by
Chippenham, signalled the departure of Owers,
and within 24 hours, former Yeovil Town and Bristol
City manager Gary Johnson was announced as his
replacement.

Their was surprise and delight in equal measure
amongst United’s fan base at the appointment,
and Johnson’s impact was immediate. Three wins
and three draws preceded a record-breaking ten
match winning streak, which lifted the
club up from 14th into 1st place.What seemed like
a season-long battle for top spot ensued, with
United, aided by the goals of reinvigorated striker
Jamie Reid, fighting it out with Woking for pole
position on a weekly basis. As the season
entered it’s final stages though, it was Johnson’s
men who held their nerve as Woking faltered. A
late equaliser in the match between the two sides
looked to be vital, and sure enough, a 2-0 victory
over Eastbourne the following weekend secured
the club’s first championship title since 1927, and
with it, promotion back to the National League at
the first attempt.

Two years later, despite playing almost the entirety
of the 2020/21 campaign behind closed doors,
Johnson’s men went agonisingly close to securing
a return to the Football League with a 2nd-placed-
finish, before a memorable 4-2 Play-Off Semi-Final
over Notts County at a raucous Plainmoor set the
stage for a Promotion Final against Hartlepool
United at Ashton Gate.

Once again, The Gulls’ never-say-die spirit was on
full display in front of a national TV audience, as
goalkeeper Lucas Covolan’s last-gasp header
sealed a 1-1 draw, to send the match into extra
time. Sadly, penalty kicks would eventually deny
United of the victory many felt they deserved.

With the club now in better shape than it has been
for many years on and off the field though,
Torquay United’s loyal band of supporters can
finally look ahead to the future with optimism once
again.
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• Gift of Kit
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this SEASON AT A GLANCE

PLAYED

WON

DRAWN

LOST

+/-

POINTS
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The Accountants 
that are always on 
the ball...

www.acmole.co.uk D E C Q

We are one of the leading Chartered 
Accountants, Tax Advisors and 
Registered Auditors
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LAST TIMEWE MET

THE TEAMS
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH I TUESDAY 16 APRIL 2024 I kick-off 7:45pm

WWW.TAUNTONTOWNFC.COM

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE:
LEWIS SANDOE

ASSISTANT REFEREE:
OLIVER KAYA

ASSISTANT REFEREE:
JACK BROMHAM

V
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

MANAGER: AARON DOWNES

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
14
15
16
17
18
19
21
22
23
24
27
28
30

Mark halstead (gk)
Arkell jude-boyd
Dan martin
Tom lapslie
Austen booth
Ross marshall
Ryan hanson
Asa hall
Aaron jarvis
Lewis collins
Brad ash
Brett mcgavin
Finley craske
Ronny nelson
Dillon de silva
Will jenkins-davies
Duane ofori-acheampong
Dean moxey
Rhys lovatt (gk)
Ollie tomlinson
Calum thomas
Jack stobbs
Kevin dawson
Ethon archer

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

HEAD OF FOOTBALL: ROB DRAY

1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
21
23
27
31
32

DAN LAVERCOMBE (Gk)
ZAC BELL

NICK GRIMES
DAN BALL

Jay murray
OLLie CHAMBERLAIN

LLOYD JAMES
NAT JARVIS
Ben acey

Rabby tabu minzamba
ROSS STEARN

PHIL MENDONCA
ZAC SMITH

CAMERON EVANS
Marcus day

CALLUM DOLMAN
LLOYD IRISH (GK)

LOUIE SLOUGH
Seb bolton

Jaden brown
EVANDER GRUBB
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VANARAMA
ADVERTReachover 56,000

potential readers by
advertising in our
Taunton magazines.

1-0 Every issueis delivered direct to homes.
2-0 Advertise fromas little as £38+VAT per issue.
3-0 Check out our Taunton TownFC

feature in every issue.

Weoffer:Moreoptions.Moreflexibility. Moreservice.

Doesyour business take
cardoronline payments?
Thechancesare that you are
payingmore than you needto.
We canhelpfind the right plan
for your business.We're experts in:
/ Paymentsprocessors
/ Buildingelectronic point of sale
/ Online payments

CallKevin:07366 561548
www.paydough.me

PROUD SPONSOROF THE PEACOCKS
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Weston super mare
The club’s first site was known as the Great
Ground at the junction of Locking Road and
Hutton Moor Road, this has now since been
developed as a private housing estate. The
Football Club came into being after players in
the formerWeston Aircraft side had suggested
at their AGM that a team bearing the town’s
name should be formed.

Mr Ted Recardo, who was running the Aircraft
Side, approached a member of the then
Borough Council Mr George Cooper, who
responded enthusiastically to the idea and
became the founder chairman. At first, friendly
matches were played and players changed at
the rear of a garage opposite the Locking Road
Ground. The first record of aWeston-super-
Mare side in a competitive match was in the
1887/88 season when they lost to local rivals
Clevedon Town 2-1 in a Medal Competition
organised by the Somerset FA. The following
yearWeston were members of a County
Committee of the Somerset FA.

Weston’s first cup win was in March 1911 when
they beat Clevedon 3-0 in theWeston Charity
Cup. In 1913/14 they finished third in the Bristol
Charity League behind Bath City and Bristol
Rovers Reserves.

In 1922/23 they played in a Bristol and District
League coming second behind Bristol Leather
Trades, winning 17 and drawing six of their 28
games. That season they also won the Bristol
Charity Cup beating Clevedon 8-2 in the final
on the 5th May 1923 at Yatton’s football ground.

The third Cup victory was in the 1926/27 season
when they won the Somerset Senior Cup,
defeating Paulton Rovers 3-2 in the semi-finals

after starting with only nine men because two
players had been sent bogus telegrams
advising that the match was off. They went on
to defeatWelton Rovers in the final in front of a
6,000 crowd.

They were also finalists that year in the
Clevedon Charity Cup, losing 5-1 to Clevedon. In
those days Weston players were paid half a
crown (12p) to play. Clevedon again beat
Weston in the replay of the 1936/37 Somerset
Senior League knock-out cup after drawing 1-1
in the first match.

After the outbreak of the SecondWorld War,
the club was sadly disbanded.

Following the SecondWorld War, the present
club reformed in 1948. A meeting at the Town
Hall decided to form a semi-professional Club.
A committee was formed to look into the
possibility of buying the Locking Road Ground,
which at the time it was thought could be
acquired for around £4,000.

In the following months the club were elected
into theWestern League Division 2 alongside
Barnstaple Town and a new club, Chippenham
United.

Weston played their home matches at the
Great Ground in Locking Road where they
regularly attracted attendances of over 1,000,
and even for a friendly against local side
Langford Rovers over 600 turned up. The first
league game at home attracted some 1,500
fans, with the changing accommodation for
players taking place in a large marquee. There
was no cover for spectators but enthusiasm ran
high and crowds rolled in regardless of the

weather. The first league match was away to
Chippenham United, a side that included seven
professionals, some of them former Football
League players. Weston were beaten 6-1, but it
should be noted that the Chippenham side
proved too strong for most opponents in that
season and were a really formidable outfit.

The firstWeston win at Locking Road came
against Cinderford Town, and that was
followed by the first away win at Stonehouse. A
further boost came with the formation of the
Supporters Club in 1948, with Mr SamWooding
becoming its first Secretary.The club spent most
of the 1950s in the Second Division, going close
to promotion on a couple of occasions before
the division was disbanded.

The move to the Langford Road Ground came
in time for the 1955/56 season and the first
game sawWeston defeat Peasedown 7-0.

In 1960/61, along with Trowbridge Town, Exeter
City Reserves andWelton Rovers, Weston were
elected to Division 1 of theWestern Football
League,Weston held the unique distinction of
never winning promotion or suffering
relegation, a record that would remain intact
for manymore years to come.

The first modern taste of cup glory came in 1961
whenWeston reached the First Round Proper of
the FA Cup. Unfortunately, it ended in bitter
disappointment as they were beaten by local
rivals Bridgwater Town in the replay before a
home crowd of 2,500. It was notWeston’s day,
as after having what looked like a good goal
disallowed on a hairline offside decision,
Weston went down by a goal scored minutes
from the end. Theymissed a plum home tie
against Crystal Palace, who were then in
Division 3 of the Football League.

At Langford Road the set up was a great
improvement of that at the Great Ground. Apart
from the changing accommodation for the
players, a licensed Social Club was eventually
established in what had been a large Nissan
Hut.

A period of success began in the 1975/76 season
with the arrival of Kim Book as teammanager.
During the seven seasons under his control and

that of his successor Dave Stone,Weston
reached second place in the league, won the
League Cup and also won theWestern Senior
Cup on five occasions. Only once did they finish
lower than the top ten and in 1980/81 they
reached theWestern League Goldliner Cup
Final, only to lose 2-1 to Dawlish Town.

In the 1983-84 season,Weston moved to a new
ground atWoodspring Park, which was built
almost entirely by supporters. TheWoodspring
Park ground was greatly developed over the
years, with a clubhouse costing £100,000 and
floodlights installed in 1986.

In 1989, John Ellener was appointed manager. In
three seasons he took the club to two cup finals
and, for the first time since they were reformed,
Weston won theWestern League
Championship in 1991/92 to earn promotion to
the Southern League Midland Division.

In 1993, team coach Peter Amos replaced
Ellener as manager and guided the club to 11th
position in their first season in the Midland
Division. A club record was set at the beginning
of the 1993/94 season with an undefeated run
of 10 matches. The run also included an
appearance in the First Round proper of the FA
Cup for only the second time in the club’s
history, being drawn against non-league
Woking. After drawing 2-2 atWoking,Weston
lost in the replay atWoodspring Park in front of
a crowd of 2,623 supporters, a new ground
record attendance. A new record was also
achieved that season by getting into the First
Round proper of the FA Trophy. In that same
season, the league record attendance was
broken with a 1,260 attendance against
Clevedon Town. 91 points were collected in the
league but promotion was missed out on by
one point, as Rushden & Diamonds and VS
Rugby were promoted ahead ofWeston.

The 1994/95 season saw the recruitment of Len
Ashurst as the club’s newmanager, and he
steered the side to sixth place in his first season.
Ahead of this season,Weston were transferred
to the Southern League Southern Division. The
success of the club was affected in the
following season due to an enforced budget
cut. The sale of Danny O’Hagan to Dorchester
Town and Stuart Jones to Sheffield Wednesday
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for a club record fee of £20,000, left the need for
team rebuilding. Despite this process,Weston had
some more good seasons until eventually finishing
in 19th place in the 1997/98 season.

The start of the 1998-99 saw the appointment of
John Relish as manager and a move back to the
Midland Division. The season started poorly, but
did however see a run in the FA Trophy to the 4th
round against Hitchin Town. Defeat saw the club
miss out on an exciting home tie against
Conference side Forest Green Rovers.

In the league, the side plunged to the bottom three
of the table, but an improvement in consistency
from Christmas 1998 produced a string of good
results which could have resulted in a top six finish
if the run had started earlier in the season. During
this campaign,Weston made yet another sale, this
time Ryan Souter went to Football League side
Bury.

In the year 2000,Weston secured the purchase of
theWestlands Site, only a stone’s throw away from
Woodspring Park. The plans were to create a new
purpose-built stadium incorporating a 250 seater
stand with integral bar and entertainment
facilities, with a first class pitch and dressing
rooms.

At the end of October 2001, the board decided that
to achieve their ambitions of being promoted to
the Dr. Martens League Premier Division, it was
time for a new progressive management team. As
an interim measure, Director of Football AlanWhite
took over first-team affairs from John Relish and
his staff.

The board then appointed Frank Gregan in
November, although due to his contract
commitments with Aberystwyth Town, he did not
take up the position until 23rd February 2002. In the
meantime his assistant Chris Smith took control of
first team affairs.

In the 2002-2003 season, the club made history
when they won promotion to the Dr. Martens
League Premier Division, finishing runners up in the
Western Division behind Merthyr Tydfil. Weston
went up following a 1-0 win at local rivals
Clevedon Town at the Hand Stadium.

In the 2003-04 season, the club had a successful
first season in the higher division as they finished
high enough to gain entry into the newly formed
Nationwide Conference South. The team also
reached the Second Round proper of the FA Cup

for the first time in their history, eventually losing 4-1
at Northampton Town. A tremendous run in the FA
Trophy also ended when the team lost 4-2 to
Telford United away in the 4th Round.

August 14th 2004 saw the opening game at the
currentWoodspring Stadium in a momentous
match against Hornchurch, which ended in a 1-0
victory for The Seagulls. In Weston’s first season in
the new division they finished a credible 11th with
58 points.

After the 2006-07 season The Seagulls seemed
doomed for relegation, the first time in their history.
However, Farnborough Town were relegated and
Hayes and Yeading merged to form Hayes &
Yeading United, leaving the Conference South one
team short, earning a reprieve forWeston.

The 2007/08 season ended in a similar way. A 20th
placed finish meant the club was eligible for
relegation, only to be spared by the enforced
demotion of Cambridge City, who failed a ground
inspection.

In the 2008/09 seasonWeston finished a more
respectable 17th after an impressive start to the
season. But from around November onwards, The
Seagulls’ campaign took an uneasy dip towards
the relegation zone. Tony Ricketts departed the
club and it was left to caretaker-manager Andy
Gurney to lift the team to 17th position.

The 2010/11 season began with renewed hope as
Craig Laird was appointed First TeamManager,
and he brought with him Jon Haile as his assistant.
In Laird’s first season,Weston achieved a 12th
placed finish with 53 points, whilst going on to win
the Somerset Premier Cup for the first time with a
1-0 victory against Yeovil Town at Huish Park,
courtesy of a goal from Ben Kirk.

The 2012/13 season saw the highest ever finish for
The Seagulls in seventh place and 67 points, a
record highest-ever position in the pyramid that
remains to this day.Weston only missed out on a
play-off place on the penultimate game of the
season, a great achievement considering the lowly
finishes in previous seasons.

After Laird andWeston parted company in 2014,
Mickey Bell was appointed First Team coach
ahead of the 2014-15 season, with Clayton Fortune
becoming Player/Assistant First Team Coach. Bell
brought in a number of theWeston Academy
youngsters who had been on the fringes of the first

team squad.

However, after a string of poor results, Bell was
replaced by Director of Football Ryan Northmore
at the end of November 2014 with The Seagulls at
the bottom of the table. Despite the disappointing
start to the league season, Bell managed to steer
Weston into the First Round proper of the FA Cup,
where they hosted Doncaster Rovers. In front of a
record attendance at the ‘new’ stadium of 2,949,
Weston were defeated by four goals to one.

Northmore took the team on a string of unbeaten
games, taking them to promotion challenging
form. Unfortunately, this didn’t continue and after
defeating Bath City at home 4-1 in a rearranged
fixture, The Seagulls didn’t win another league
game and saw them finish 17th.

The 2015/16 season saw the side struggle to gain a
win throughout August in the League, earning just
one point from 18, with that point coming at home
in the Somerset derby against Bath City.

During the last month of the season, The Seagulls
once again turned on the style and ended the
season with six unbeaten games from seven, with
Wilson and Grubb netting in a 2-0 win over
Maidenhead to spark manic celebrations from the
home fans at theWoodspring, knowing that the
Seagulls had avoided relegation.

The 2016/17 league season started off promisingly,
with three wins and a draw from the first four
games, puttingWeston at the top of the table.
Shawn McCoulsky, who joined The Seagulls on
loan from Bristol City days before the season
began, scored four goals in the opening four
games to seeWeston start off stronger than ever
expected.

Then, a run of seven league games and a 2-1
defeat to North Leigh in the Second Qualifying
Round of the FA Cup saw the sacking of
Northmore. His replacement was formerWeston
player Scott Bartlett, with Chris Barker joining the
club as Player/Assistant Manager.

Bartlett and Barker were given the task of keeping
The Seagulls in the National League South, and a
tricky November saw things look bleaker than
before, despite a 4-3 win away to Eastbourne
Borough. The defensive signing of Rollin Menayese
in December saw an upturn in Weston’s form, with
new signing Gethyn Hill poking home away to
Truro on Boxing Day for a vital three points.

As we entered 2017, Weston got into their stride
thanks to Grubb’s two trademark free-kicks
against Truro on New Year’s Day, with the team
going on a good run of form to start off the second
half of the season, a 3-2 loss away to Dartford in
January being the only blemish to their good form.

March saw the games come thick and fast, with
the majority of the fixtures against teams at the
top end of the table.Weston lost out to Bath 2-1
thanks to McCoulsky’s 88th minute winner for the
Romans, butWeston still had survival to secure
after the trickiest month the club endured all
season.

In the 2018-2019 season,Weston suffered their first-
ever relegation, bringing their 15-year tenure in the
National League South to an end. Manager Marc
McGregor left the club in March, with coach Mark
McKeever taking caretaker charge for the final
games.Weston reached the FA Cup First Round
proper and facedWrexham at home, losing by two
goals to nil. In the latter half of the season, the
Woodspring Stadium name was changed to the
Optima Stadium as Optima Care took over as
stadium sponsors.

At the start of the following season,Weston made
another hugely significant signing as Dayle Grubb
also returned to the club. The 2020/21 campaign
proved to be even more short-lived than the
previous one as further lockdowns meant that the
season was curtailed in the autumn.

However, the following two seasons were to prove
to be far more fruitful for The Seagulls. The 2021/22
season sawWeston qualify for their first-ever end
of season play-offs, butWeston were sadly
defeated in the semi-final at Hayes &Yeading.

ButWeston went one better in the 2022/23 season,
winning the Southern League Premier South
championship, the first time The Seagulls had won
a league since topping theWestern League in
1991/92.Weston went into their final home game of
the 2022/23 season knowing a win against Hendon
would see them crowned as champions. A goal
from Jason Pope and a hat-trick fromMarlon
Jackson ensured the three points and a much
coveted return to Step 2 football. The celebrations
at the final whistle then continued long into the
night for Bartlett’s talented side.
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MANAGER: SCOTT BARTLETT

Max Harris
Freddie Butchers
Keiran Thomas
Sam Avery
Jason Pope
Bailey Kempster
Lloyd Humphries
James Dodd
Jacob Jagger Cane
Dayle Grubb
Jordan Bastin
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Alex Fletcher
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HEAD OF FOOTBALL: ROB DRAY
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DAN LAVERCOMBE (Gk)
ZAC BELL

NICK GRIMES
DAN BALL

Jay murray
OLLie CHAMBERLAIN

LLOYD JAMES
NAT JARVIS
Ben acey

Rabby tabu minzamba
ROSS STEARN

PHIL MENDONCA
ZAC SMITH

CAMERON EVANS
Marcus day

CALLUM DOLMAN
LLOYD IRISH (GK)

LOUIE SLOUGH
Seb bolton

Jaden brown
EVANDER GRUBB
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The history of Hemel Hempstead Town FC is a
complex past, with mergers between local
clubs and numerous name changes before
finally settling as the club as it is known today.

Of the clubs that merged over the years to form
the club as we know it today, the history of
Apsley FC goes furthest back. Formed in 1885 as
Apsley End FC, the club was based at Salmon
Meadow and played in a claret and blue strip.
The first record of competitive football was in
1889, when the club entered the Herts Senior
Cup. Apsley End were then one of the founding
member clubs of theWest Herts Football
Association and entered their first league
competition in 1891/92, before changing the
name to just Apsley FC two years later. Apsley
won the Division One championship in 1894/95,
the first honour in the clubs history. Around this
time, many clubs competed in more than one
league at a time; small numbers of competing
clubs meant that entering more than one
competition would allow the clubs to play more
regularly. Apsley also competed in the
Wolverton League and the Herts County
League, entering the latter as a founding
member club in 1898/99. Apsley were one of the
more successful local teams competing in the
Herts County League either side of the fist
World War, winning three league
championships along with many other high
league finishes. In 1922, Apsley left the Herts
County League to join the Spartan League.

Apsley: 1908/1909 Hertfordshire County Cup
Winners Apsley competed in the Spartan
League for 30 years, during this time the club

moved home twice, first to Gee’s Meadow in
Bourne End for one season, before moving to
the newWood Lane Ground, more commonly
known as Crabtree Lane where the club
remained until 1972.Whilst in the Spartan
League, Apsley claimed three runners up spots
in the lower divisions, there was a Division One
championship place in 1933/34, but the club
failed to make an impression in the Premier
Division and were soon relegated. Apsley were
one of 29 clubs who rejoined the Spartan
League in the season immediately following the
secondWorld War, the club showed a great
improvement in form and consistency at this
time but again only had a couple of runners up
spots to show for it. The clubs name changed to
Hemel Hempstead Town, it had been some time
now since the club had actually been based in
Apsley, and following promotion to the Spartan
Premier League for the 1951/52 season, the club
left to join the Delphian League.

Hemel didn’t set the Delphian League alight,
finishing in the bottom two of the division on
five occasions during eleven seasons. The clubs
best finish in the Delphian League was as
runners up in 1961/62, this success was unable to
be built upon as the following season
continuous poor weather caused the Delphian
League to be abandoned after Hemel had
played twelve games. An emergency
competition was organised giving Hemel a
further eight fixtures, however the Delphian
League disbanded once the season finished in
1963 and the clubs formed Division Two of the
Athenian League. In January of 1962 the
attendance record at Crabtree Lane was set

when 3,500 spectators paid to watch the first
time the club had played in the First Round
Proper of the Amateur Cup, Hemel lost 1-3 to
Tooting &Mitcham after missing two penalties.

In their opening season in the Athenian League,
Hemel finished fifth in Division Two and were
subsequently promoted to Division One due to
restructuring. In 1964-65 Hemel finished as
runners up in Division One, winning promotion
to the Premier Division. Hemel only lasted three
seasons in the Premier with a best finish of ninth
in 1966 before two consecutive relegations saw
Hemel start the 1969/70 season in Division Two,
a level which Hemel remained for nearly 30
years! 1962 and 1966 saw Hemel reach the final
of the Herts Senior Cup but Hitchin Town then St
Albans City kept the trophy from Hemel’s grasp.
In 1967 Hemel reached the final of the Herts
Charity Cup for the first time, losing 0-1 to St
Albans City. During this period Hemel also
reached the final of the Herts Charity Shield five
times, although only won in 1964. In the summer
of 1972, Hemel Hempstead Town merged with
Hemel Hempstead United, the new club took
the simple name of Hemel Hempstead and
made United’s Vauxhall Road ground as its
home.

With ground moves, mergers and (almost all of)
the name changes out of the way, the club as
we know it was born. Hemel remained in the
Athenian League for a further six seasons,
during that time it was only the last two
seasons Hemel shone with two consecutive
fourth place finishes. In the FA Cup during this
period, Hemel failed to get past the First
Qualifying Round. In 1976 Hemel again reached
the final of the Herts Charity Cup, this time
losing 0-4 to Hitchin Town. Six Herts Charity
Shield finals beckoned over the forthcoming
years, but The Tudors were only victorious in
1977 and 1984. In 1977, Hemel left the Athenian
League to join the rapidly expanding Isthmian
League, who boasted to be the south of
England’s premier football league.

Hemel joined the Isthmian League in Division
Two, and this was a level the club struggled to

progress from. Mid-table mediocrity was the
norm for many years and numerous
restructuring failed to kick start The Tudors –
shuffling to the Isthmian League Division Two
North in 1984, then back to just Division Two
again in 1991. Hemel managed to finish in the
top half of the table just seven times in twenty
five years, with the best efforts during this time
being three finishes in fourth place – in 1976,
1977 and 1993. 1993 was the closest Hemel had
been to promotion, missing out by two points to
local rivals Berkhamsted Town who clinched
third place and the last promotion spot. Only
the previous season Hemel had fought bravely
against Barnet in the Herts County Senior Cup
final, losing 4-1, although the score line doesn’t
sound generous towards Hemel, it was superior
fitness and three late goals and which clinched
it for the Football League Division Four side. It
was downhill from there, in November 1992
Hemel’s Vauxhall Road ground was rocked by
fire, the destroyed clubhouse and changing
rooms were replaced by temporary structures,
which remained for over five years. 1996/97 saw
The Tudors concede 125 goals, score only 34 (an
average of less than one goal per game!) and
finish rock bottom, relegation to the Isthmian
Division Three loomed. This was only the fifth
time in 112 years the club had suffered
relegation.

The last ten years has been very eventful for
Hemel with various ground improvements, 2
league championships, a play-off final win, two
automatic promotions, promotion through
restructuring, and a relegation, not to mention
seven changes of manager. The first tasks of
the new Committee which gained control of
the club in 1997 were to change the name back
to Hemel Hempstead Town FC, then to install
successful Leverstock Green manager and ex-
Hemel captain Mick Vipond as manager. The
result was a quick promotion with Hemel
winning the Division Three championship at the
first attempt, conceding only 28 goals that
season and scoring 86, quite a turnaround from
the previous season. This was the first league
championship the club had won since 1934.
After a stuttering start to Division Two, Hemel

The Away End

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD TOWN
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parted company with Vipond in December 1998
and ex-Watford star and 1985 FA Cup finalist
Neil Price was appointed as manager. Price
guided the Tudors to 4th place and bettered
this the following season when Hemel won the
Division Two championship, only to be denied
promotion due to insufficient ground grading.
In this championship season Hemel conceded
just 27 goals in 42 league games, the best
defensive record in the clubs history. Hemel
followed this up with a 6th place finish and in
the summer of 2001 Price was replaced at the
helm by former Barnet goalkeeper Gary Phillips.
By this time various ground improvements had
led to a “B” grading for Vauxhall Road which
made the club eligible for promotion. Hemel
failed to find their feet in the 2001/2002 season
and following the resignation of Phillips after a
6-1 defeat at the hands of Chertsey, ex-Hemel
player Tony Kelly was appointed as manager.
Following another 6th place finish, restructuring
saw Hemel leave the Isthmian after nearly 30
years of competing in that league and for the
first time Hemel started a season in the
Southern League, competing in the Premier
division.

It was never going to be easy settling in the
new league but Hemel struggled, with Kelly
being replaced by ex-Arseley manager Nicky
Ironton in November. Just 3 wins in 12 games
saw Hemel slide in to the relegation zone and
Ironton was replaced by Hemel’s 3rd manager
of the season ByronWalton, who inherited a
side 10 points from safety with 12 games to go. A
short unbeaten run was not enough and Hemel
were relegated to the Southern Western
Division. Hemel began to slip in 2005/2006 and
Walton was replaced by ex-Hemel player and
former Chesham and Berkhamsted manager
Steve Bateman. A nail biting end to the season
saw Hemel beat Brackley Town in the play-off
final to secure promotion back to the Southern
Premier Division at the first attempt. Last
season, 2006/2007, saw Hemel achieve a play-
off position which could have seen the club
promoted to the Conference South. However,
the play-off semi-final away to Team Bath
resulted in defeat. The Tudors had to settle for

finishing the season with four cup final
appearances, the Errea Cup, Herts Senior Cup,
Herts Charity Cup, and the St Mary’s Cup.
Victorious in one of those competitions, the St
Mary’s Cup were brought home to Vauxhall
Road in a 3-2 win over local rivals Berkhamsted
Town.

In 2008/09, Hemel started brightly and by
Christmas the club was in a play-off position
having just beaten league leaders
Farnborough. Former star striker Anthony
Thomas returned to Vauxhall Road and things
were looking good for the Tudors. However, a
poor start to the New Year led to the sacking of
Steve Bateman on the 16th February, the eve of
the clubs appearance in the final of the Herts
Charity Cup. The next day, Hemel beatWare 2-1
to lift their first silverware of the season and
former Celtic and Southend midfielder Paul
Byrne was appointed as Bateman’s successor. A
good start under Byrne was followed by
inconsistent form; however Hemel fought their
way in to the play-offs, with Thomas again
finishing as the clubs top scorer as he overtook
Hugh Boycott-Brown as the clubs all-time
leading goal scorer. The Tudors lost the play-off
semi-final on penalties at Farnborough. By the
start of the 2009/10 season, Byrne had been
replaced at the helm by Dennis Green, but the
club was not on good form and he was
replaced in October the season by Gary Philips,
who was himself replaced in March by Dean
Brennan. Hemel still ended up in a relegation
position but were spared going down by the
requirement of restructuring. Hemel finished the
season with a St Mary’s Cup final win over
Oxhey Jets.

During the summer of 2010, Hitchin manager
Colin Payne was appointed the new Tudors
manager in time for the 2010/11 season which
saw the Tudors celebrate their 125 years in
existence. The season started well but
inconsistent form saw Hemel finish 15th in the
league. Payne led the team in to the 2011/12
however with Hemel firmly attached to a
relegation position he was replaced in October
by former Salisbury manager Tommy

Widdrington. Despite the team not enjoying
much better form underWiddrington, there
was at least a slow progress so it was a great
disappointment to the club when he left his
position after just four months to take up a job
at Eastbourne. Mark Eaton and Alan Biley
formed a partnership to manage the Tudors
however their best efforts could not pull the
club to safety and relegation loomed after
finishing 19th.

Reprieved from relegation, Hemel appointed
Dean Brennan for his second spell as manager
for the 2012/13 season. Brennan brought in a lot
of new faces in to the squad and after a flying
start to the season Hemel found themselves top
of the league table, where they spent a total of
19 games before a dip in form saw eventual
champions Leamington take over. Hemel
finished the table in a club record fourth place
and made it to the play-offs, facing third place
Chesham United in the semi-final. Hemel won
0-2 at Chesham and set up a home tie against
Gosport Borough in the final. 2254 eager fans
packed in to Vauxhall Road to watch the game
that was to decide Hemel’s fate; Gosport went
2-0 up in the first half but Hemel fought right to
the end and scored 2 late goals to draw level.
After a goal-less extra-time, Hemel lost on
penalties. Hemel did gain some silverware
though, winning the Herts Senior Cup for the
first time since 1926, beating Potter Bar in the
final. Hemel’s last honour this season was the Sir
Stanley Rous Memorial Trophy, awarded by the
Herts FA to the club or individual that has
brought the most prestige to Hertfordshire.

2013/14 was a fantastic season for Hemel. The
Tudors got off to a flying start, despite losing the
opening league game at Hitchin, Hemel went
on to win ten consecutive games and went on
to spend the majority of the season well clear
at the top of the Southern League Premier
Division league table. Hemel were also in the
draw for the FA Cup First Round proper for the
first time since 1938 after drawing 3-3 with
Conference South high fliers Sutton United, but
unfortunately lost the replay.With just the
league to concentrate on, Hemel went on to

break records with striker Ben Mackey scoring a
club record 43 goals in all competitions and
'keeper Laurie Walker keeping the most clean
sheets by a single goalie in Hemel's history. The
Tudors had the Southern League's highest
average attendances and Vauxhall Road
entertained nearly two thousand fans against
both St Albans City and Chesham United. It was
at home to Chesham on Easter Monday that
Hemel lifted the Southern League Premier
Division winners shield, having secured the
championship away to Hungerford two days
previously.

It was the start of a whole new era for Hemel
Hempstead Town FC in August 2014, the clubs
first season in the second tier of the English
non-league game. The Tudors first ever game in
the Conference South was an away win at
Basingstoke Town, however stuttering form
during the seasons early stages led to
numerous changes of playing personnel, with
some of the previous seasons championship
winning side leaving Vauxhall Road to make
way for some more experienced players and
some young professionals loaned from some of
the area’s leading clubs. Hemel’s form improved
as the season developed and the club was still
capable of reaching the play-off’s within a few
weeks of the season ending. A respectable 9th
place finish was accompanied by cup final
wins in the Herts Senior Cup and the St Mary’s
Cup, while club record runs were achieved in
the FA Cup (first round, losing away to League
Two Bury) and FA Trophy (third round, losing at
home to National League Torquay United). In
2015/16, inconsistent form and many injuries
saw The Tudors exit all the cups early on and at
one stage there was a threat of a relegation
scrap – however fantastic late season form saw
another record finish, sixth in the table, with
defeat at home toWhitehawk on the final
game of the season seeing our visitors secure
the final play-off spot over us. During the
season, the management team of Dean
Brennan and Stuart Maynard became the
longest serving Manager(s) at Hemel for thirty
years.
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The 2016/17 season was a significant one at
Vauxhall Road, as it was the twentieth season
Chairman Dave Boggins led the club as
Chairman. On the pitch, the momentum gained
in recent seasons slowed down, with
inconsistent form during the opening stages of
the season making a push for promotion highly
unlikely by the halfway stage. There were also
quick exits from the major cup competitions.
However, the return of former captain Jordan
Parkes and the recruitment of some key players
via loan signings led Hemel on a mid-season
charge up the table, at one stage being the
division's form sides as the play-off’s became
an achievable target. The change in fortunes
didn't last though, and as form dipped in the
latter stages, The Tudors season resulted in a
12th place finish - lower than expected but not
unreasonable for a club still establishing itself
at this level of the game.

The Tudors bounced back in 2017/18, in a season
which saw the National League South increase
play-off positions to the second to seventh
placed sides in the final league table.With the
prospect of a play-off position much more
achievable, a competitive season sawmany
clubs fancying their chances at promotion.
Despite some inconsistent form, a more settled
Hemel squad than previous seasons did well
enough to spend much of the season in the
play-off’s and even in the latter stages of the
campaign automatic promotion was still with
sights. Eventually, a new club record finish of
fifth place in the National League South
secured a home play-off “elimination” tie
(effectively a “quarter-final) against Braintree,
who beat Hemel on penalties on their way to
winning the play-offs. The Tudors reached the
final of the Herts Senior Cup this season but
conceded the final against Hitchin Town, due to
Hemel staffs concerns about the safety of their
players on the playing surface of the neutral
venue. This season also saw landmark
appearances for Tudors players Jordan Parkes
and Kyle Connolly who each reached 200
appearances for Hemel, whilst the
management team of Dean Brennan and
Stuart Maynard took charge of their 300th

game.

The 2018/19 season proved to be by far the most
disappointing during our time in the National
League south. The season started well but by
mid-September the management team of
Dean Brennan and Stuart Maynard had moved
on to the Glen Tamplin revolution at Billericay
Town. This turned out to be a fairly short stay as
they were then sacked after 3 months. Post
Dean and Stuart, players Jordan Parkes and
DarrenWard took the team temporarily whilst
the club looked for a new permanent manager.
In their shot spell at the helm they oversaw
victories in the Emirates FA Cup over Bowers &
Pitsea and Ramsgate before going out to
Oxford City in a 4th Round Replay. At the
beginning of November Joe Deeney was
appointed to the position of manager, Joe was
formerly assistant manager at NLS rivals Oxford
City. Joe started very well with three League
victories in November, winning away at Bath
City, East Thurrock and at home to Gloucester
City. In the Buildbase Trophy he masterminded
a victory over Lewes in a 3rd Round Qualifying
Replay. Probably the best performance and
victory during this tenure was a home victory
(2-1) over National League side Eastleigh in the
1st round of the Buildbase FA Trophy.
Unfortunately there were very few memorable
points during the remainder of the season as it
petered out with the Tudors finishing a very
disappointing 16th at the end of the season. This
was the worst finishing position in the League
since being promoted to National League
South in 2014.

The summer of 2019 saw one of the biggest
overhauls at Vauxhall Road for some time, with
Concord Rovers manager SammyMoore
departing our NLS rivals to join us at Hemel.
Moore set about rebuilding the squad, releasing
almost all of the previous squad and
assembling a group of experienced players in
an attempt to turn around the club’s dip in form.
Hemel got off to a flying start and by October
were placed second in the league and enjoying
the type of form you’d expect from promotion
candidates. However, lengthy spells without a

win followed; The Tudors remained
“thereabouts” in the league thanks to the good
string of results earlier in the season but the
club was often placed at the bottom end of the
current form table from November through to
March, then the season was brought to a
premature end by the global coronavirus
pandemic. By this time, Hemel were placed 11th
in the league table having played 34 games, six
points below the play-off positions and nine
points above relegation. One could only
speculate how the season may have finished,
but three wins and four clean sheets in the last
five league games Hemel played had instilled
some optimism at Vauxhall Road. The Tudors
had also reached the final’s of both the Herts
Senior Cup and the Herts Charity Cup, albeit
these competitions were also ended before
completion. However, during the summer of
2020, Tudors Chairman Dave Boggins made the
decision not to renew Moore’s contract. At this
stage, plans for the 2020/21 season remain “up
in the air” while the FA and respective leagues
consider how best to move forward from the

pandemic and The Tudors will seek to appoint a
new gaffer nearer the return of competitive
football.

The management team of Lee Bircham and
Steve Bateman, a partnership that impressed at
neighbours Berkhamsted, were appointed at
Vauxhall Road for the 2020/21 season; the
summer of 2020 saw the introduction of
artificial grass to Vauxhall Road, with FIFA-Pro
standard all weather playing surface adding to
the continually improving on and off field
facilities at Vauxhall Road. Bircham and
Bateman and remained in charge for the
duration of another season affected by the
Covid pandemic and abandoned, but lasted
just a few games in to 2021/22; a poor run of
form saw another change, with former Barnet
AcademyManager Mark Jones taking the reins
at Hemel. Jones set about strengthening the
squad and as the season progressed there was
a stage where The Tudors were knocking on the
doors of the play-off’s, albeit the season
culminated in a 15th place finish.
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PLAYED

WON

DRAWN

LOST

+/-

POINTS

LGE POS

43
10
15
18
-25
45
21st

this SEASON AT A GLANCE

PLAYED

WON

DRAWN

LOST

+/-

POINTS

LGE POS

45
13
10
22
-16
49
18th

Two towatch

Joe iaciofano Kaylen hinds
Joe joine d the Tudors in the summer of 2023,
Joe has a wealth of National League South

experience.

He's a product of the Northampton Town
academy.Whilst at Northampton, Joe made

five first team appearances in various
competitions and had a number of loan spells

with non-league clubs.

After being released by Northampton at the
end of season 2018/19, Joe spent the next two
seasons with National League South sides St

Albans City.

Kaylen signed for the Tudors in January 2023.
He moved to Arsenal from the Leyton Orient

Academy in 2016.

He then followed his Academymanager to
Germany to sign forWolfsburg. A change of
manager saw him return to England and sign

forWatford.

Kaylens other clubs include Aldershot Town
andWelling United.

www.HEMELFC.COM
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FARNBOROUGH 0 TAUNTONTOWN 1
Vanarama National League South

View from the stands
DAVEWEBSTER

Not the prettiest of games to watch, but what
does that matter when your team have just
played 9 without a win!

This was all about grinding out a result. And
grind it out, Taunton did, fighting for every ball,
defending like their lives depended on it, as
body after body was thrown into the firing line
of the Farnborough strike-force.

The home teammaywell have had the
experience and skill to beat us, but what they
lacked, which Taunton had in abundance was
a never say die spirit, to take the lead and then
keep hold of it. There were some immense shifts
put in by the Peacocks, all over the field. As the
game moved on, it became more baffling by
the minute of how on Earth are Farnborough so
high up the league, when their finishing was so
abysmal. They saw chance after chance go
wide of the posts and crossbar. Taunton really
only had the one chance in a first half that saw
neither keeper having to do anything
exceptional.

Much of that was down to Taunton's defence,
that were in no mood to give anything away.
The only goal of the game came quite late in
the half, when Cam Evans got his head to the
ball from a corner, that gave Turner in the Boro
goal no chance. In fairness to the likeable
keeper, his view was i suspect obstructed with
the box being heavily congested.

Could we hang on to this slender lead for a
second half, that saw Taunton confined to their
box for long periods? Oh yes, i cannot praise our
rear guard enough. Farnborough tried with all
their might, to get back into a play off position,
they hit the post, forced Dan Lavercombe into
making some last ditch saves, and peppered

the Taunton goal with shots resembling pellets
from a blunderbuss!

Taunton did manage to make the occasional
counter attack, with Ross Stearn having two
opportunities to hit the net. His first from the left
side certainly had the power, but not the
direction, as Turner quickly retrieved the ball
after losing his grip. The 2nd chance was saved
by the feet of Turner, as Ross attempted to go
round him, which resulted in a corner. Taunton
were doing their upmost to slow the game
down, unfortunately Ben Acey, who had not
been on the field long, got himself a yellow for
knocking the ball away, in his attempt to run
the clock down. This was followed by a 2nd
yellow, for an alleged foul when the
Farnborough player made a real show of
himself, rolling about on the ground for the
slightest of touches.

Two offences that had they occurred in the
earlier stages of the game, would have
received no punishment. Very harsh, many of us
thought. And so we finally got our first win after
a run of 9 without victory, giving us all hope of
playing NLS football next season. The travelling
support were delighted that at last we had
something to celebrate, in this long, hard
season.

Next up is Torquay, we all know just how
colossal this match is, where a Taunton win
would see us leapfrog ourWest country
neighbours, and put us in the safety zone, and
indeed put extreme pressure on the Gulls.
Come on Peacocks, lets complete a 2nd double
on the bounce.We can do this. Bring it on!!! UTP.

THE TEAMS
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH I SATURDAY 20 APRIL 2024 I kick-off 3:00pm
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HEAD OF FOOTBALL: ROB DRAY
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MANAGER: ALAN DOWSON

1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
21
23
27
31
32

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

DAN LAVERCOMBE (Gk)
ZAC BELL

NICK GRIMES
DAN BALL

Jay murray
OLLie CHAMBERLAIN

LLOYD JAMES
NAT JARVIS
Ben acey

Rabby tabu minzamba
ROSS STEARN

PHIL MENDONCA
ZAC SMITH

CAMERON EVANS
Marcus day

CALLUM DOLMAN
LLOYD IRISH (GK)

LOUIE SLOUGH
Seb bolton

Jaden brown
EVANDER GRUBB

Craig King
Montel McKenzie
JoshWilliams
Kyle O’Connor-Ajayi
Josh Hill
Jethro Hanson
GeorgeWilliams
Alfie Matthews
Joe Iaciofano
Kaylen Hinds
Tre Mitford
TarrelleWhittaker
Joe Re
Junior Gyamfi
Chris Smith
Tyrese Briscoe
Ike Orji
Michael Folivi
Anton Dworzak
James Taylor
Myles Judd
Pierre Fonkeu
Michael Macaulay
Kombe Kawimbe
Jamie Sendles-White
Aidan Elliott-Wheeler
Bradley Roberts
Brad Smith

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE:
ROBERT ABLITT

ASSISTANT REFEREE:
ROBERT HARRISON

ASSISTANT REFEREE:
COLIN HUBBARD
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A first half goal from Cameron Evans
proved decisive as a gutsy performance
from the Peacocks saw them end a run of
nine National League games without a
victory to claim their first double of the
season. And what an absolutely vital three
points it was to keep Town hot on the
heels of relegation rivals Eastbourne
Borough and Torquay United as the
campaign enters its final week.

The visitors’ side showed two changes
from the one that had been soundly
beaten by Slough less than 48 hours
earlier, with Nat Jarvis restored up front
and Marcus Day adopting a more
accustomed outfield role following his
enforced goalkeeping appearance
against Slough. The weather for once had
chosen to behave itself for Town’s final
away trip of 2023-34 as the sides kicked
off in the welcome warm sunshine, with
Farnborough first to show when Ricky
Holmes’ shot deflected for a corner. Edon
Pruti’s back header following a long throw
was then punched clear by Town keeper
Dan Lavercombe although the referee’s
whistle curtailed any further threat.

Borough keeper Jack Turner claimed a
high Lloyd James cross and then watched
a half volley from James travel wide
through a crowd of players while Guy
Hollis’ header looped well wide of the

Target from Olly Pendlebury’s corner at
the other end as both teams struggled to
make headway during the opening half
hour. However with 33 minutes gone the
Peacocks broke the stalemate. Zac Bell
hassled the defender into conceding a
corner on the left and when James swung
it in, Evans was there to glance it home
from six yards.

Farnborough set about trying to restore
parity but were left frustrated up until the
break.When a corner was only partially
cleared, the ball was fed back in by
Holmes’ angled cross which Millar
Matthews-Lewis just failed to connect
with at the back post, with Hollis collecting
to see his strike brilliantly blocked by
Evans. Callum Dolman then headed
Holmes’ cross clear off the line before a
late Town raid culminated in some ping-
pong in the box as the half ended with the
Peacocks holding a narrow advantage.

The home side emerged on the front foot
after the interval, Taylor Clark’s strike from
20 yards searing just past the post and
then another effort from the same player
going wide of the opposite stick before
Town countered, Ollie Chamberlain
breaking to find Ross Stearn who
sidestepped Jordan Norville-Williams to
see his well-struck drive from the right
side of the box parried well by Turner.

Another half chance just past the hour
saw Jarvis get on the end of James’ low
flighted free kick but his header went the
wrong side of the post while the Peacocks’
defence were proving a brick wall to
Borough attempts to get back on terms
and when a sight of goal did materialise
Lavercombe was up to the task, getting
down well to turn a Holmes’ shot wide.

When Turner caught a James free kick, he
quickly distributed upfield to find Connor
Cullen on the right and when his pass set
up Clark, Day was there to obstruct the
shot, epitomising the dogged resistance of
the Town team who put their bodies in the
way on numerous occasions throughout
the 90 minutes. Holmes dragged a tame
effort wide while Lavercombe safely
grasped a Maxwell Mullins’ cross at full
stretch as the hosts continued to press
forward without finding the key to unlock
the Town unit.

Ben Acey took over from Day with just
under ten minutes remaining before
another home attack fell away and when
the ball was cleared, Stearn got goalside
of Edon Pruti but was frustratingly
deemed to have committed handball as
he went down under Pruti’s challenge.
Back to the other end as the kitchen sink
was added to the Farnborough artillery,
but their finishing left a lot to be desired.
Joe Haigh fired badly wide from a decent
position and Clark set up Selim Saied to
flash a strike wide of the target from the
left as home irritations increased before
the game entered six minutes of stoppage
time, with the Peacocks having a golden
chance to wrap the game up. Acey broke
from a Borough corner to find Stearn
inside and through on goal, but Turner
won the battle to block Stearn’s effort for a
corner.

If that had gone in, points done and

If that had gone in, points done and
dusted. However when Town tried to hold
the ball from the ensuing corner they
conceded a throw which Acey impeded at
the expense of a yellow card. Barely 20
seconds later the Town substitute then
tripped Haigh on the left touchline and a
second yellow followed along with the
obligatory red, leaving the visitors to see
out the rest of time with ten men. This they
did with few issues as any remaining
threat dissipated when Norville-Williams
and Pendlebury both sent strikes well
wide to confirm Town’s fourth away
success of the season. Not a pretty game
to watch but that is of no consequence,
the result was the all-important aspect to
keep the Peacocks’ hopes alive of pulling
off the great escape.

OFFICIAL MATCH REPORT

FARNBOROUGH 0
TAUNTON TOWN 1

14.4.2024 I VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH I Att: 684
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2023-24 LEAGUE STANDINGS
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH

- P - Position GP - Games Played W - Won L - Lost D - Drawn F - For A - Against PTS - Points -

P Team GP W D L F A +/- PTS
1 Yeovil Town 44 28 8 8 78 44 +34 92

2 Chelmsford City 45 24 11 10 75 42 +33 83

3 Worthing 45 25 6 14 100 70 +30 81

4 Braintree Town 45 23 12 10 62 39 +23 81

5 Maidstone United 45 23 11 11 67 51 +16 80

6 Bath City 44 20 13 11 69 49 +20 73

7 Hampton & Richmond 44 20 12 12 60 51 +9 72

8 Aveley 45 20 10 15 66 61 +5 70

9 Farnborough 45 19 12 14 74 66 +8 69

10 Slough Town (+3) 44 17 13 14 80 68 +12 67

11 St Albans City 44 19 7 18 74 65 +9 64

12 Chippenham Town 45 16 13 16 61 61 0 61

13 Tonbridge Angels 45 15 12 18 63 64 -1 57

14 WESTON-SUPER-MARE 43 16 7 20 62 69 -7 55
15 Welling United 45 12 17 16 55 70 -15 53

16 Weymouth 43 12 16 15 56 62 -6 52

17 Truro City 43 14 9 20 56 65 -9 51

18 HEMEL HEMPSTEAD TOWN 45 13 10 22 55 71 -16 49
19 TORQUAYUNITED (-10) 44 17 7 20 66 75 -9 48
20 Eastbourne Borough 44 13 9 22 49 71 -22 48

21 TAUNTONTOWN 43 10 15 18 43 68 -25 45
22 Dartford 45 11 10 24 54 74 -20 43

23 Havant &Waterlooville 45 10 7 28 52 87 -35 37

24 Dover Athletic 44 4 15 25 39 73 -34 27

UPCOMING FIXTURES
Tuesday 16th April 2024
7.45pm St Albans City v Hampton & Richmond Borough

7.45pm Taunton Town v Torquay United

7.45pm Truro City v Dover Athletic

7.45pm Weston-super-Mare v Eastbourne Borough

Thursday 18th April 2024
7.45pm Taunton Town vWeston-super-Mare

7.45pm Truro City vWeymouth

Saturday 20th April 2024
3pm Aveley v Bath City

3pm Braintree Townv Eastbourne Borough

3pm Chippenham Town v Chelmsford City

3pm Dartford v Truro City

3pm Dover Athletic v Yeovil Town

3pm Maidstone United v Hampton & Richmond

3pm Slough Town vWelling United

3pm Taunton Town v Hemel Hempstead Town

3pm Tonbridge Angels v St Albans City

3pm Torquay United v Havant &Waterlooville

3pm Weymouth v Farnborough

3pm Worthing vWeston-super-Mare

www.thenationalleague.org.uk

NEXT UP
AT HOME

Vanarama
national league south

TICKET PRICES
Adult: £14
(18-67 incl.)

Concession: £11
(State Pensioners & Students with ID)

Youth: £5
(13-18 years)

Junior: £2
(6-12 years)

Child: Free
(Under 6 with a full paying adult)

PEACOCKS TV
All the latest highlights

and interviews

N/A
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El Magico
It can be easy to convince ourselves that
our sport is meritocratic. That the talent
always rises to the top, and failing is proof
that a player isn’t good enough, or wasn’t
professional enough to get there. But we
ignore the role that geographical luck can
have on a player's career. George Best
was lucky to be born in Britain, so spotted
by one of the biggest clubs in the world.
He was unlucky - in footballing terms - to
be born in Northern Ireland, so he couldn’t
show his ability at international level. But
what if he had been born in a country
with no footballing heritage? One away
from the spotlight, before widespread
coverage, and without access to a giant to
develop him?What if his name was Jorge
Gonzalez?

El Magico, as he was known, was born in
El Salvador, not a country known for its
football. He made his debut for ANTEL in
the top flight at just 17, and quickly earned
himself a move to the bigger
Independiente, and then once more FAS,
where he won three league titles. But
Gonzalez wasn’t just part of a team. He
was the team. He developed the kind of
ability that, in Europe, would have made
him one of the hottest talents in the world.
And he developed the kind of discipline
and lifestyle that would make Maradona
blush. He was a superstar, and it wouldn’t
take long before he showed it.

Already a star of the national team, by
1982 he had led El Salvador to the brink of
theWorld Cup. One game against a
respectable Mexico was in their way, and
for the first time El Magico would be in
front of a significant television audience.
He spent the evening trying flicks and
tricks and generally being bulldozed by
Mexican defenders who were aware of
the danger he posed. But deep into the
second period, he picked up the ball in his
own half. He danced around one
challenge, and then a second, and was
off. Defenders chased him down, but
couldn’t get near him as he jinked past
another. It would have been a goal of the
century contender if it had been on a
bigger stage and, crucially, if it had gone
in. His shot from the edge of the box was
saved, but too much to handle for the
goalkeeper, as teammate Ever Hernandez
scored the winner from the rebound.

TheWorld Cup, at only 22, would be El
Magico’s zenith. El Salvador were
hopeless, losing all three of the games. But
he stood out once again. Like dropping
Messi into the team from the Dog and
Duck, and telling them to play Man City.
They were hammered, but his quality was
evident. Atletico Madrid and Cadiz made
offers. He chose the latter, not because of
their quality, but because of the freedom
they would afford his lifestyle.

As prolific as he was on the pitch,
Gonzalez was even more so off it. The king
of Cadiz’ nightlife, he would spend his
nights in the clubs and his days rolling into
training whenever he pleased. Still, his
ability helped them into the top flight, but
wasn’t enough to keep them there. Once
relegated, a Diego Maradona-inspired
Barcelona came calling.

El Magico would never link up with the
Argentine. In a story befitting his career, he
blew his chance on a pre-season tour of
America.When the rest of the squad
evacuated the hotel for a fire alarm, he
remained in his room with his date.When
asked why, he replied that ‘I never leave
things half done.’

He returned to Cadiz, but a change of
manager meant that it wasn’t the place
for him. He was loaned out to Valladolid,
who tried to instill some discipline into
him. It didn’t work, and Cadiz brought him
back. He was a hero, and his antics only
fed into his legend.

The club hired a member of staff whose
sole job was to wake Gonzalez up every

morning, which just meant that he had an
excuse to party harder. In one match
against Atletico, he fell asleep standing up
waiting for a corner to be delivered. In
another against Barcelona, he had
partied so hard he missed the first half.
Still, he came on for the second, and
scored two goals, setting up a third, and
winning the match. Tests later showed
that he played whilst still drunk.

By 1991, his legs were beginning to fail him,
and he left his adopted home to head
back to El Salvador. He saw out his playing
days at FAS, in a haze of parties and
alcohol.

It’s very easy to point to El Magico as a
cautionary tale of lost potential, and
undoubtedly his career could have
reached far greater heights. But, when
Maradona was told by a Neapolitan
journalist that he was better than Pele, the
Argentinian great replied that ‘there is a
player even better than Pele and I. His
name is Jorge Gonzalez.’ When the
journalist asked who that was, he added
‘go and find out, ignorant man’. Which, I
think, is pretty high praise indeed.
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2023-24 FIXTURES & RESULTS
Date

AUGUST
Sat 5th

Sat 12th

Tues 15th

Sat 19th

Sat 26th

Mon 28th

SEPTEMBER
Sat 2nd

Tues 5th

Sat 9th

Fri 15th

Tue 19th

Sat 23rd

Sat 30th

OCTOBER
Tue 3rd

Sat 7th

Sat 21st

Tues 24th

Sat 28th

NOVEMBER
Tues 7th

Sat 11th

Tues 21st

Sat 25th

KO/Score

2-1 W

4-1 L

1-1 D

1-0 W

3-2W

1-1 D

1-0 W

3-3 D

0-3 W

1-1 D

1-2 L

0-0 D

2-1 W

5-2 W

2-2 D

0-1 L

3-0 L

0-0 D

2-2 (4-3W Pens)

1-0 L

2-2 (8-7L Pens)

1-1 D

Competition

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

FAC 2Q

FAC 2QR

League

League

SPC1

League

League

League

League

SPC2

League

League

League

Opponents

BRAINTREE TOWN (H)

Aveley (A)

Weymouth (A)

WELLING UNITED (H)

ST ALBANS CITY (H)

Maidstone United (A)

DARTFORD (H)

Chippenham Town (A)

Tonbridge Angels (A)

Merthyr Town (A)

MERTHYR TOWN (H)

HAVANT &WATERLOOVILLE (H)

EASTBOURNE BOROUGH (H)

PORTISHEAD TOWN (H)

Dover Athletic (A)

HAMPTON & RICHMOND (H)

Bath City (A)

Chelmsford City (A)

STREET (H)

Hemel Hempstead Town (A)

Truro City (A)

WORTHING (H)

Att

801

372

1,252

727

642

2,014

902

634

852

1,583

774

877

670

273

617

843

1,537

645

298

491

-

765

Lge Pos

4th

15th

14th

9th

5th

6th

5th

6th

5th

N/A

N/A

4th

3rd

N/A

2nd

3rd

5th

5th

N/A

13th

15th

15th

Date

DECEMBER
Sat 2nd

Sat 9th

Sat 16th

Sat 23rd

Tues 26th

JANUARY
Sat 6th

Tue 9th

Sat 13th

Tues 23rd

Sat 27th

Tue 30th

FEBRUARY
Sat 3rd

Tues 6th

Sat 10th

Sat 24th

MARCH
Sat 2nd

Sat 9th

Tues 12th

Sat 16th

Wed 20th

Sat 23rd

Fri 29th

APRIL
Mon 1st

Wed 3rd

Sat 6th

Tue 9th

Thu 11th

Sat 13th

Tue 16th

Thu 18th

Sat 20th

KO/Score

A-A

4-0W

3-0 L

2-2 D

4-1 L

3-0 L

0-1 L

1-1 D

0-2 L

2-2 D

1-1 (5-4W Pens)

0-0 D

0-0 D

0-6 L

1-1 D

2-0 L

1-3 W

0-3W

2-0 L

1-2 L

2-3 L

4-0 L

0-2 L

0-1 L

1-1 D

0-0 D

0-4 L

0-1 W

7:45pm

7:45pm

3:00pm

Competition

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

SPC QF

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

Opponents

Eastbourne Borough (A)

FARNBOROUGH (H)

Havant &Waterlooville (A)

TONBRIDGE ANGELS (H)

Yeovil Town (A)

Slough Town (A)

YEOVIL TOWN (H)

DOVER ATHLETIC (H)

WEYMOUTH (H)

AVELEY (H)

BRIDGWATER TOWN (H)

Welling United (A)

TRURO CITY (H)

St Albans City (A)

Dartford (A)

Truro City (A)

Worthing (A)

Torquay United (A)

Eastbourne Borough (A)

CHIPPENHAM TOWN (H)

CHELMSFORD CITY (H)

Weston-Super-Mare (A)

BATH CITY (H)

MAIDSTONE UNITED (H)

Hampton & Richmond (A)

Braintree Town (A)

SLOUGH TOWN (H)

Farnborough (A)

TORQUAY UNITED (H)

WESTON-SUPER-MARE (H)

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD TOWN (H)

Att

N/A

680

766

768

6,301

-

947

3,001

847

661

766

579

484

489

1,663

1,018

-

198

1350

2238

1337

669

1371

1436

-

1059

126

752

709

684

1246

-

-

-

Lge Pos

15th

14th

16th

17th

19th

19th

19th

20th

20th

20th

N/A

20th

20th

20th

20th

-

21st

21st

18th

20th

20th

20th

20th

-

21st

21st

22nd

22nd

22nd

21st

-

-

-
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Persons entering this stadiummust abide by the Stadium Regulations as printed in the matchday programme
and displayed on posters inside the stadium. Failure to do so may result in ejection from the premises, a ban
from attending any future events and also be the subject of a football banning order. Admission to and the
right remain within the stadium is strictly on condition that anyperson attending will adhere to the Stadium
Regulations as detailed below.

1. All persons must complywith any directions given by a Steward, Club Official or Police Officer
2. Encroachment onto the playing area, sterile area, or its adjoining parts is prohibited.
3. Climbing on any building,wall, fence orany other structure is prohibited.
4. Persons must not throw any object onto the pitch or within the spectator areas.
5. Persons must not be in possession of, and/or lighting any firework or flare.
6. Chanting or singing of an obscene, indecent, discriminatory or offensive nature is not permitted.
7. Persons must not use obscene, indecent, discrminatory, offensive or threatening language.
8. Persons must not use obscene, indecent, discrminatory, offensive or threatening gestures.
9. Persons must not damage or deface Club and Stadium property.
10. Persons must not damage, deface orobstruct anynotice or advertisement.
11. Alcohol must not be brought into the stadium.
12. Persons must not consume alcohol that has not been purchased at Taunton Town FC.
13. Persons must not consume alcohol in any alcohol free designated areas.
14. There will be zero tolorance to alcohol abuse/misuse.
15. There will be zero tolorance to drug possession, use and abuse.
16. Smoking is permitted in the stadium except in areas designated as a No Smoking area.
17. Umbrellas are permitted within the stadium but must not be used if obstructing the view of

other spectators.

Spectators must also note the following:

A) The Club does not accept any responsibility or liabilitywhatsoever for any loss or damage to
vehicles or their contents, or any other personal property brought onto the Clubs premises and
stadium.

B) The Club is unable to accept anyadditional responsibility forminors attending matches
beyond those matters covered by the Stadium Regulations.

C) Photography and use of video including CCTV is in operation at all matches and events and
may be used in any of ourmedia channels as well as press releases.

D) Dogs on a lead are permitted in the Stadium but they remain the sole responsibility of their
owner at all times.

THE CLUB RESERVES THE RIGHTTO CARRYOUT PERSONAL
SECURITY SEARCHES AND/OR REFUSE ADMISSION TOANY

PERSON ATANYTIME, WITHOUTEXPLANATION.

STADIUM RULES REGULATIONS



Kick off your career in the
sports industry

Turn your passion for football into a career with the UniversityCampus of
Football Businessand its Global Institute of Sport where you can study a w ide

range of courses w ith access to iconic stadiums and global summits.

We have alumni work ing in
each of the 20 Premier League

clubs and 49 of the 72 EFL clubs

I really enjoyed my time at GISwhere I
gained valuable analysisknowledge and
additional coaching experience. This is

definitely the place to go if working
in football is your long term aim.

Dene Field
GISgraduate, First Team Analyst and Coaching

Assistant at Watford FC Women

Scan here for more
informat ion and how to
apply, or visit UCFB.ac.uk

They say if you have a job that you
love you’ll never work a day in your
life and I genuinely feel l ike that.

Mya Graham,
UCFB graduate, Assistant Producer at talkSPORT

Over 90% of UCFB graduates find
full-time employment within
6 months of graduating with
two thirdsof those working
in footbal l and sport

Find out our plans for your area:
footballfoundation.org.uk

ThePremier League,
The FAandGovernment
are together for football.
Unlockingthe power
of pitchestotransform
lives andstrengthen
communities.
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#UpThePeacocks

Take act ion today at kicki tout.org

RACISM. HOMOPHOBIA. MISOGYNY . DISABLISM.

TOGETHER
WE CAN


