
TAUNTON TOWN v TRURO CITY
TUESDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2024 I kick-off 7:45pm

PROGRAMME SPONSORS

THE OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME OF TAUNTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB £3.00

PROGRAMME SPONSORS



Hestercombe House, Hestercombe Gardens,
Cheddon Fitzpaine, Taunton TA2 8LG Tel. 01823 740006
Email. enquiries@walpoledunn.co.uk www.walpoledunn.co.uk

ACCOUNTANCY
...BUTNOTASYOUKNOW IT

WHY CHOOSE US?
We believe that accountancy and
tax services should be about more
than a costly, annual catch up in

swanky offices (although ours aren’t
bad!). We also believe that businesses

shouldn’t have to fork out large
percentages of their profits in return for

a quality service. That’s why we offer
comprehensive, cost-effective services

to all of our clients and work hard to
understand their needs and become

their true business partners, proactively
supporting them to achieve their goals.

START-UP BUSINESSSUPPORT&ADVICE

TAX COMPLIANCE

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION &REPORTING

COMPANY FORMATION&SECRETARIAL

TAXSPECIALISMS(EIS / EMI / R&D)

PAYROLL &AUTO-ENROLMENT

VAT COMPLIANCE

ACCOUNTANCYCOMPLIANCE

CLOUD ACCOUNTINGSOLUTIONS

#UpThePeacocks

2



#UpThePeacocks

3

STAFF DIRECTORY
President: Harold Needs

Life Vice Presidents: Alan Slade,Geoff Underwood
Chairman: Kevin Sturmey

Chief Executive: Kevin Sturmey
Vice Chairman: Brian Pollard

Directors: Derek Perry, Richard Smith
Company Secretary &Finance Manager: Alan Slade

Football Operations Manager: Karl Lindsay
Retail & Commercial Manager: Lee Derrick
Hospitality Manager: Keith Woodmason

LIFE MEMBERS
Mr D. Budge, MrM. Dongworth,Mrs J. Ellis,Mr T.Gibbs,

Mr J.Mayled, MrP. Mayled,Mr R.Musker,
Mr H.Needs, Mrs M.Needs, MrA. Payne

FOOTBALL OPERATIONS
Head of Football: Rob Dray

Assistant Manager: MattVillis
Head Coach: Connor Sidley-Adams

Coach: Steve Phillips
Goalkeeping Coach: Lloyd Irish

Sports Therapist: Anthony Cornish ITMMIF
Sports Masseur: Paul Edwards

Analysts: Jordan Barrow, AdamWhite
Kit Manager: Karl Lindsay

Assistant Kit Manager: Bobby Porter
Club Doctor: Dr Tim Norbury
Head Groundsman: Rob Hake

Grounds Team: Kevin Sturmey, Richard Medland, Stacy Matheson
Acting Safety Officer: Kevin Sturmey

Matchday Coordinator: Martin Dongworth
Senior Stewards: Mike Parsons, Martin Hebditch, Phil Ogden

Welfare Officer: Neil White
Turnstile Manager: Jason Mayled
Stadium Announcer: Nick Rickards

MEDIA TEAM
Communications Manager: Paul Smith

Website Manager &Press Officer: Andy Power
Social Media Manager: Max Fournier

Media Officer: Darren Harris
Club Photographers: Debbie Gould, Darren Harris

Videographer: Alex Anderson
Peacocks Radio: Rich Wilcox-Smith, Jon Reed

HONOURS
LEAGUE HONOURS

SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE

Champions 2017-18

WESTERN PREMIER DIVISION

Champions 1968-69, 1989-90, 1995-96,
1998-99, 1999-2000, 2000-01

SOUTHERN LEAGUE PREMIER SOUTH

Runners-Up 2018-19, Champions 2021-22

CUP HONOURS

FA VASE

Winners 2000-01

SOMERSET PREMIER CUP

Winners 2002-03, 2005-06, 2013-14,
2014-15, 2016-17

CONTACT DETAILS
Taunton Town Football Club

Wordsworth Drive
Taunton
Somerset
TA1 2HG

Website: www.tauntontown.com
Phone: (01823) 254909

E-mail: admin@tauntontown.com

Twitter: @TauntonTownFC
Facebook: Taunton Town FC
Instagram: Taunton Town FC

You Tube: Peacocks TV
Company Registration No: 1582031

Limited By Guarantee

Taunton Town Football Club does not tolerate
discrimination of any sortat the club, on the pitch or in

the stands. If you experience anyform of
discrimination, help us to eliminate it from football by

reporting it.
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The Gaffer
Good evening everyone and welcome toWordsworth Drive for tonight’s

Vanarama National League South match against Ttruro City.My
welcome extends to the officials, management, players and supporters

joining us tonight from our visitors and also to the match officials.

It was a decent week for us last week picking up a point here against
play-off hopefuls Aveley with a battling 2-2 draw, which was followed
with a win on penalties against Bridgwater United in the Somerset
Premier Cup to book our place in the last four of that competition.

Saturday just gone and a stalemate against a resurgentWelling United
following a change of management which means that tonight if we can
overcome our opponents we will leapfrog them and Dartford and move
up to 18th, still with some games in hand, but we need to push on and

turn these draws into wins.

With all the comings and goings it was never going to be overnight
success, but I am seeing some good signs from the players that they are

beginning to gel.

Make it noisy here tonight and push the boys in claret and blue on.

Up The Peacocks!!

Rob
Rob Dray

Head of Football, Taunton Town FC
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Truro City became a founding member of
the Cornwall County Football Association
(CCFA) on September 18, 1889. On this
same day, at a meeting which took place
in the city at the Royal Hotel, the CCFAwas
formed.

City’s first ever recorded match took place
at Truro College on October 4, 1889 with
the side prevailing 7-1 and just six years
later, a first of 15 Cornwall Senior Cups to
date was secured. Truro defeated
Launceston 5-0.

After initially playing league games in the
Plymouth & District League, Truro joined
the newly formed Cornwall Senior League
in 1931. However, just three years later, in
1934, they re-joined the P&D League owing
to a dispute over travelling expenses.

City were subsequently barred from
entering the Cornwall Senior Cup but
were re-admitted in 1939, just before the
outbreak of the SecondWorld War.

In 1951, Truro were founding members of
the SouthWestern League and on four
occasions in the 20th century, Truro were
league champions.

After many years with only limited
success, in 2004, Truro were the subject of
significant investment on the pitch and
with a wealthy backer, a rapid rise up the
non-league football pyramid ensued.

City were promoted to theWestern
League for the 2006-07 season which is
arguably the most historic in the club’s
entire history. The side romped to the
league title but it was in the FA Vase that
the club wrote a new chapter in Cornish
football history.

Truro reached the final at a newly rebuilt
Wembley Stadium and in front of a
bumper crowd, defeated thenWessex
League outfit AFC Totton 3-1.

City fell behind to the Southampton-
based side but a brace from Kevin Wills,
alongside a single Joe Broad strike saw
Truro lift the FA Vase - thus becoming the
first Cornish side to ever appear, and then
subsequently win, atWembley.

In 2007-08, Truro won theWestern Premier
Division at the first attempt by 17 points
and would become the first Cornish side
to ever play in the Southern League.

The success didn’t stop and just a single
season at Step Four ensued with City
equalling a British football record of four
straight promotions and for 2009-10, the
side would ply their trade in the Southern
League Premier.

Life was much harder at Step Three for
Truro and there was to be no fifth
promotion on the spin as the side finished
the campaign in a credible 11th place.

The Away End

TRURO CITY
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It was just a momentary pause in the
upward trajectory of Truro City as 2010-11
saw normal service resumed and another
promotion to Conference South level saw
the side just two promotions from the
Football League.

A first year of consolidation at Step Two
saw Truro finish 14th but the bubble of
success was about to burst in spectacular
fashion.

The club ran into financial difficulties and
were hit with a 10-point deduction for
entering administration and a transfer
embargo. The very future of the club
looked uncertain but at the eleventh hour,
City were rescued by a local based
consortium. An inevitable drop down to
the Southern League then took place.

A second relegation on the spin was
avoided after a strong end to 2013-14 and
once again, the club could start to look
upwards.

They returned to the newly titled National
League South for 2015-16 after defeating St
Neots Town 1-0 in the Southern League
play-off final thanks to a penalty from
ShaneWhite.

The next three seasons were up and down
for Truro as they suffered two play-off
semi-final defeats, sandwiched between
a brush with relegation which was
narrowly avoided.

There was yet more history for Truro in
2017-18 as they reached the first round of
the FA Cup for the first time before bowing
out to former Premier League giants
Charlton Athletic 3-1 at the Valley.

The 2018-19 season saw Truro suffer a
tumultuous campaign with three
permanent managers, the start of the
season playing home games at Torquay

United, before moving back to Treyew
Road after the festive period.

The upheaval had a detrimental effect on
results and the season ended with
relegation and new owners too.

Before the covid-19 pandemic, City looked
odds on for an instant Step Two return
under manager Paul Wotton but the
league campaign in 2019-20 was declared
null and void.

Part way through the next season, also
owing to coronavirus, the season was not
completed and the club would vacate
Treyew Road, moving to Bolitho Park,
home of Plymouth Parkway, while a new
facility is built at Langarth.

After adjusting to life playing every game
across the border and out of Cornwall,
City returned back to National League
South after a four year absence in 2023.

In a dramatic game away to Bracknell
Town, skipper Connor Riley-Lowe scored
the winning goal deep into stoppage time
to hand City promotion and a 3-2 win.

The club’s exile from the Duchy will end
next season with a move back to the City
and a new facility at Langarth. And in
November 2023, the club was purchased
by a North American consortium who also
own to Cornwall rugby league club.
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Two towatch

ANDREWNEAL RYAN BRETT

www.trurocityfc.net

“Rocky” Neal returned to theWhite Tigers in
2020 following his departure from Taunton
Town. Having scored 60 goals for Bodmin
Town, the striker originally joined Truro in
2016 where he endured two successful

seasons before departing in 2018 to join the
Somerset club. He netted 36 goals in his
debut season for the Peacocks before
hitting a further 16 the season after. He
continued his goalscoring with City. He
struck 20 goals in all competitions in the

last two seasons.

Midfielder Ryan Brett made the switch
back to Truro from Taunton Town in 2020.
He started his career with Plymouth Argyle
before having great success with Salisbury
City. He spent three seasons with Truro

before joining Taunton in 2017. He returned
to Truro in the summer of 2020 and played
a key role in Paul Wotton’s side before the
season was curtailed. He signed a new

deal with the club in May 2023.
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this SEASON AT A GLANCE

PLAYED

WON

DRAWN

LOST

+/-

POINTS

LGE POS

27
7
11
9
-8
32
20th

PLAYED

WON

DRAWN

LOST

+/-

POINTS

LGE POS

26
10
4
12
-3
34
19th



Reachover 56,000
potential readers by
advertising in our
Taunton magazines.

1-0 Every issueis delivered direct to homes.
2-0 Advertise fromas little as £38+VAT per issue.
3-0 Check out our Taunton TownFC

feature in every issue.

Weoffer:Moreoptions.Moreflexibility. Moreservice.

Doesyour business take
cardoronline payments?
Thechancesare that you are
payingmore than you needto.
We canhelpfind the right plan
for your business.We're experts in:
/ Paymentsprocessors
/ Buildingelectronic point of sale
/ Online payments

CallKevin:07366 561548
www.paydough.me

PROUD SPONSOROF THE PEACOCKS



Looking for a Kit Supplier?
• FREEonline shop
• Gift of Kit
• Dedicated account manager
• Customkit and training wear
• Support of a leading global brand

BecomeaNewBalancepartner and receive:

SCAN ME

2-0 Advertise fromas little as £38+VAT per issue.

PROUD SPONSOROF THE PEACOCKS



The Accountants 
that are always on 
the ball...

www.acmole.co.uk D E C Q

We are one of the leading Chartered 
Accountants, Tax Advisors and 
Registered Auditors
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Take act ion today at kicki tout.org

RACISM. HOMOPHOBIA. MISOGYNY . DISABLISM.

TOGETHER
WE CAN



The Accountants 
that are always on 
the ball...

www.acmole.co.uk D E C Q

We are one of the leading Chartered 
Accountants, Tax Advisors and 
Registered Auditors

LAST TIMEWE MET
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WELLING UNITED 0 TAUNTONTOWN 0
Vanarama National League South

View from the stands
DAVEWEBSTER

One thing is as sure as the nose on my face,
that drawn games will not keep Taunton in this
division. This was draw number 11 for the
Peacocks, only Dover have had more [12], and
look where Dover are in the league at this
current time! We need to turn these draws into
victories ASAP. If Martian's had landed on
Welling's Park View Rd at 3 o clock, they would
have left at 3-45 feeling very frustrated indeed.

In a half where only one real goal effort was
witnessed, the entertainment value was on a
lowly zero. Dan Lavercombe was not troubled
once, whilst Charles-Cook in theWelling goal
was forced into just the one save, which came
about after from some good teamwork
between the 2 Zac's. Bell crossed to Smith, who
saw his tame effort saved by the keeper. And
that was basically it in a first half that passed as
fast as a blink of the eye. This was a very
physical game,Welling certainly had some big
lads out there, letting their presence be known.

I cannot recall a game ever, where Taunton
have been awarded so many free kicks, many
from seemingly dangerous areas, only to see
them go wide, or smashed into theWelling wall.
Oh how we could have done with a Jay
Foulston, a Ben Adelsbury or a Ed Palmer!!!!! I
felt the ref today was very generous to Taunton,
it was good to see Nat Jarvis winning so many
calls, rather than receiving yellow cards. Nat
played very well i felt, and deserved his motm
champers, simply for his first half performance
alone.

More chances were made from both clubs in a
2nd half where the teams went up a gear. I
counted 3 efforts fromWelling that whizzed
across the Taunton goalmouth, where a simple
touch would have changed the scoreline. Dan

was at last called into action tipping a good
effort over the bar.Whilst at the other end,
Taunton began to get shots on target with half-
chances that were stopped by the busier
Charles-Cook.

Smith saw another goal attempt saved, as did
Ball. The game changed with around 15
minutes remaining whenWelling saw
Odusanya dismissed. Taunton smelt blood and
upped the attacks as they went for the kill. It
was only a few days ago a 10 manWelling beat
a high flying Hampton & Richmond so nothing
could be taken for granted here!!! Ross Stearn
came on for Jarvis just minutes before the final
whistle was blown, not long enough in my
opinion! In his short time on the field he was
involved in 2 attacks on theWelling goal, one
where, if the ball had connected with his foot,
rather than his plums, it could well have been a
Taunton win!!!!

And so, that was it as we witnessed our 3rd 0-0
of the season. Two points lost or a point won?
Us present, will probably see this as a big point
won. It was vital we did not lose, on a day that
saw defeats for both Eastbourne and Dover.
Next up are Truro on Tuesday, who are directly
above us in the table. How big is that? A win
would see us leap frog both Truro and
Dartford!!! Loads of noise needed for this one,
its massive!!! UTP.
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Driving to Ipswich Town on Saturday
morning for Maidstone United’s lunchtime
FA Cup fourth round tie, a shock was far
from the mind.

The Stones have been this year’s biggest
story. Upsets of League Two Barrow and
League One Stevenage had taken them
into club history books as the squad to
progress the furthest since reformation in
1992.

But, this was Ipswich Town. A team who
have been sensational since the arrival of
boss Kieran McKenna, won promotion
from League One last term, and are
pushing for the Premier League this.

With the reporter’s hat on the plan was
simple: write a colour piece about the
journey George Elokobi’s side have been
on in this season’s competition, make
heavy reference to the 4,500 fans who
were in Suffolk to support their side, and
look ahead to the rest of the Stones’
season as they return their focus to the
National League South promotion race.

Maybe they will get a draw? That would
be some result. But, reader, cards on table,
I did not believe.

Let’s face it, who did? The other 22,000
fans inside Portman Road were certainly
expecting the home side to win - despite
making ten changes.

But not believing was the first mistake. The
National League South side’s run in this
year’s FA Cup was not about to come to
an end.

Lamar Reynolds’ gorgeous opener,
chipping the ball over the onrushing
ChristianWalton, had us all wondering,
could they do it?

Jeremy Sarmiento responded for the hosts
after the break and, you assumed, they
would go on for more.

But Sam Corne, hero from the penalty spot
in round three, swept in the most
composed of finishes for 2-1 and then, with
the help of inspired keeper Lucas Covolan,
they held on for a famous victory.

Boss Elokobi believed.

“If you know George Elokobi - I am a
believer,” he said in the post-match press
conference. “As an individual, as a
management team, we believed we could
truly come here and compete against a
fantastic Championship side.

“In our preparations we showed every bit
of respect to Ipswich Town.We normally
train on 3G but we hired a grass pitch.We
looked at the dimensions of Ipswich’s pitch
and we created that in our environment to
give our boys visuals and create what we
were going to be coming up against.
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Waves of attacks, so our defenders can be
resilient.

“Each and every person who was fit to
take part today, knew what their jobs
were.We knew we had to run a little bit
more than we’ve ever done. But we
believed.”

Their fifth round draw hasn’t brought the

Premier League big gun they’d have been
hoping for. Instead, it’s the winner of
Sheffield Wednesday and Coventry City,
who lost out to Luton in last season’s
Championship play-off final.

Whoever they face, this trip will be made
full of belief. A Step 2 side in the quarter-
finals of the FA Cup if they win? They
couldn’t. Could they?
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OFFICIAL MATCH REPORT

WELLING UNITED 0
TAUNTON TOWN 0

3.2.2024 I VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH I Att: 484

The Peacocks grafted to earn a well-
earned point from a scrappy game in
Kent, their second successive draw in the
National League.Whilst anything gained
on the road may be considered beneficial,
there was an air of muted frustration that
had Town made more of their possession
in the final quarter afterWelling had seen
a man dismissed then their second away
win this season could have resulted. The
home side meanwhile racked up their
third game unbeaten but played much
better when they had lost atWordsworth
Drive earlier in the season. It’s a funny old
game.

The Taunton side reverted to a more
familiar look from the midweek cup
struggle against Bridgwater, with captain
Nick Grimes returning at the back along
with Nat Jarvis, Zac Bell and Zac Smith.
However, the Wings, buoyed by wins over
Hemel Hempstead and Hampton &
Richmond in the past week, were the team
which were quickest out the blocks. Only
35 seconds were on the clock when
Cameron Green’s cross was met by Tristan
Abrahams’ flying header which flew over.
An Abrahams cross then flashed across
goal before Antony Papadopoulos moved
inside to fire wide from the edge of the
box.

After seeing out this early flurry from the

hosts, Town began to ask some questions
themselves but in keeping with the theme
of the 90 minutes, chances were hard to
come by. Grimes rifled a free kick off the
wall after Jarvis had been pulled down
and then another set piece, this time taken
by Lloyd James, was played short to Smith
whose drive into the box was blocked and
then bizarrely cleared back into the
danger zone by a home defender, Ollie
Chamberlain also seeing his effort hit a
Wings man.

The momentum was swinging in favour of
the visitors as the half drifted towards its
conclusion. Smith’s whipped cross was
steered wide by the head of Grimes
before the clearest opening arose just
before the interval. Grimes’ deep pass
picked out Bell on the right and his first-
time cross fell invitingly for Smith who
failed to get full throttle into his shot as he
stroked it to keeper Reice Charles-Cook.
Bell’s long throw, a welcome addition to
the Peacocks’ weaponry, then led to
momentary panic stations forWelling, the
ball pinging around the box with Rabby
Tabu Minzamba seeing a shot blocked
before Charles-Cook eventually claimed.

In similar fashion to the first period, the
second half started off with the hosts on
the front foot. Adam Roscrow fired high
and wide after the ball broke to him in the
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18 yard box before theWings’ striker
missed a good chance to break the
stalemate, dragging a shot wide from a
central position although by his reaction it
suggests the effort took a deflection. A
speedy break down the left from
Abrahams then saw his centre across goal
just whizz in front of Roscrow while Green
delivered another cross which again
failed to get a touch as it flew across the
face.

The visitors responded with a Smith free
kick which struck the wall and a soft Jarvis
header from James’ free kick butWelling
continued to hold the upper hand,
pressing Dan Lavercombe into action
twice around the hour, firstly snaffling the
ball as Abrahams connected before
producing a brilliant save to tip over
Green’s angled strike followingWill
Wood’s cross.

Town soon made their first switch, Callum
Dolman replacing Louie Slough, as the
Wings continued getting crosses into the
mix, with one wicked delivery fromWood
leading to futile penalty appeals after
Roscrow went down before the
complexion of the contest changed after
73 minutes. Dominic Odusanya went in
high on Dolman and referee Bloxham had
no hesitation in reaching for the red card.
From then on Town began to enjoy the
bulk of possession without carving out a
clear chance. Smith laid off Bell’s cross to
Cameron Evans whose cross-shot was
plucked out the air by Charles-Cook as it
looked destined for the far corner and
when Ross Stearn took over from Jarvis
with two minutes remaining the
substitution nearly paid immediate
dividends. Stearn brought down Bell’s
cross to turn and see his strike palmed
away by Charles-Cook and cleared for a
corner. It was now all Taunton as they
searched for that elusive goal. A Grimes

diagonal pass located Smith and when
his shot was parried by Charles-Cook it
rebounded back off the surprised Stearn,
only for theWelling keeper to react
smartly and hold. A last ditch shout for a
penalty after Stearn went down just inside
the box during five minutes of added time
found no agreement with the official to
leave it goalless on the final whistle. A
merited point but the Peacocks will be
well aware that draws must start evolving
into wins to prevent the trapdoor from
looming ever larger.
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2023-24 LEAGUE STANDINGS
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH

- P - Position GP - Games Played W - Won L - Lost D - Drawn F - For A - Against PTS - Points -

P Team GP W D L F A +/- PTS
1 Yeovil Town 30 20 6 4 57 31 +26 66

2 Worthing 31 17 5 9 66 44 +22 56

3 Chelmsford City 30 14 9 7 45 30 +15 51

4 Maidstone United 30 14 8 8 43 37 +6 50

5 Hampton & Richmond 29 14 7 8 45 39 +6 49

6 St Albans City 30 15 3 12 52 45 +7 48

7 Bath City 29 13 8 8 48 33 +15 47

8 Aveley 31 13 7 11 46 42 +4 46

9 Torquay United 29 14 3 12 47 47 0 45

10 Braintree Town 29 12 8 9 44 33 +11 44

11 Tonbridge Angels 32 12 8 12 45 43 +2 44

12 Slough Town 31 12 7 12 54 48 +6 43

13 Hemel Hempstead Town 32 12 7 13 42 46 -4 43

14 Weymouth 30 10 11 9 42 43 -1 41

15 Farnborough 30 10 9 11 48 51 -3 39

16 Weston-super-Mare 30 11 6 13 46 50 -4 39

17 Chippenham Town 30 9 11 10 40 42 -2 38

18 Dartford 29 9 7 13 41 44 -3 34

19 TRURO CITY 26 10 4 12 37 40 -3 34
20 TAUNTONTOWN 27 7 11 9 31 39 -8 32
21 Welling United 30 6 10 14 34 54 -20 28

22 Eastbourne Borough 31 7 6 18 35 57 -22 27

23 Havant &Waterlooville 31 7 3 21 38 64 -26 24

24 Dover Athletic 31 3 12 16 29 53 -24 21
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UPCOMING FIXTURES
Saturday 10th February2024
3pm Bath City v Dartford

3pm Chelmsford City vWeymouth

3pm Chippenham Town v Braintree Town

3pm Maidstone United v Hemel Hempstead Town

3pm St Albans City v Taunton Town

3pm Tonbridge Angels v Yeovil Town

3pm Torquay United v Slough Town

3pm Truro City v Eastbourne Borough

3pm Weston-super-Mare v Farnborough

3pm Worthing v Dover Athletic

Tuesday 13th February2024
7.45pm Dartford v Chippenham Town

7.45pm Taunton Town v Torquay United

7.45pm Truro City v Dover Athletic

Saturday 17th February2024
3pm Bath City v St Albans City

3pm Braintree Town v Torquay United

3pm Dover Athletic v Dartford

3pm Eastbourne Borough v Chelmsford City

3pm Farnborough v Truro City

3pm Hampton & Richmond Borough v Aveley

3pm Hemel Hempstead Town vWeston-super-Mare

3pm Slough Town v Chippenham Town

3pm Taunton Town vMaidstone United

3pm Welling United v Tonbridge Angels

3pm Weymouth vWorthing

3pm Yeovil Town v Havant &Waterlooville

Monday 19th February2024
7.45pm Aveley v Maidstone United

www.thenationalleague.org.uk

NEXT UP
AT HOME
TUESDAY 13th FEBRUARY 2024

Kick off - 3:00pm

Vanarama
national league south

TICKET PRICES
Adult: £14
(18-67 incl.)

Concession: £11
(State Pensioners & Students with ID)

Youth: £5
(13-18 years)

Junior: £2
(6-12 years)

Child: Free
(Under 6 with a full paying adult)

PEACOCKS TV
All the latest highlights

and interviews
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It is selfie time again
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It is selfie time again
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The Vagabond
Italian football has a history of systematic
dogmatism. Since Helenio Herrera
introduced the catenaccio to Inter in the
1960s, we expect Italian sides to be solid
and defensive, making the best use of a
few chances while restricting opposition
goals. And it has worked to great effect -
twoWorld Cups have been won on those
principles, multiple European Cups, and at
various stages in the last 60 years, Serie A
has been the strongest league in the
world. But it doesn’t leave much room for
the mercurial rebel. Those who don’t quite
fit the mould. Those who play by their own
rules. Teams win titles, but when one of
them comes along, they capture the
imagination. Such was the case of
perpetual vagabond, Gianfranco Zigoni.

Born into an Italy that was coming out of
war, Zigoni was a prodigious natural
talent. Left with his numerous siblings to
fend for themselves while their father
worked long hours at a factory in his
hometown of Oderzo, Zigoni would while
away the days hunting with his slingshot,
or demonstrating his sullen brilliance with
the local youth side. It was enough for
Juventus to give the elegant forward a
contract at just 16, but the move to Turin
was always going to be a problem for
Zigoni.

‘I did not feel free’, Zigo would later
complain.Where most teenagers would

see an opportunity to fulfil their dreams,
he just saw a prison. ‘They forced me to go
to bed early, to train every day’. For the
rebellious genius, this wasn’t a lifestyle
that interested him. And for the winning
machine that was the Old Lady, this
wasn’t an attitude that interested them.
They farmed him out to Genoa on loan in
1964, at the age of 19.

It was with italy’s oldest club that Zigoni
found his first, temporary home. He gave
the Genoa fans moments of brilliance,
scoring exceptional, imagination-inspiring
goals that belied the teams position. But
he was a luxury, and Genoa were in a
dogfight. His eight goals couldn’t save the
side from relegation. But, fearing a return
to what he saw as the ‘concentration
camp’ of the Stadio Delle Alpi, he
arranged to stay with the club for another
season, in Serie B, but was unable to guide
them back to the top flight.

Returning to Juventus, he played regularly
and scored a handful of goals over the
following few years, even winning the
Scudetto. But he didn’t get on with his
manager, the pair at one stage having to
be pulled apart to prevent a fight, and by
1970, when Romamade a bid for his
services, Juventus were only too glad to
accept.

In the capital, Zigo’s only got worse.

#UpThePeacocks
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Seduced by the nightlife of Rome, rumours
began circulating almost immediately
that he was sleeping with his new
manager’s wife. Certainly he was a great
womaniser, a great drinker, and smoked
40 a day.When none of those things were
entertaining him, he would shoot out
street lights with a pistol; he was a great
lover of guns. On the pitch, he was as
temperamental as ever. Not that it dented
his confidence. ‘I should not only have
played in the world championships, but…
in another planet!’ He would later claim
that were it not for wine, women and
smoking, he would have been better than
Pele.When an ambitious Hellas Verona
came calling, Roma packed him off as
quickly as they could.

Any concerns Zigo had about the move
were dismissed as soon as he realised
how important he could be for the
provincial club. The fans adored him from
the first moment he stepped onto the
pitch, and his talent was so astounding
that his antics were left unchecked.

Sleeping in until midday while the rest of
his team trained it set the tone for what
was to follow. A suspension and a six-
week fine for telling a linesman to shove
his flag where the sun doesn’t shine was
more like it. When his contract came up
for renewal, Zigo pulled out a gun and
refused to leave until he got what he
wanted.

It all rose to a head when manager
Ferruccio Valcareggi informed him that he
would be dropped for a game against
Fiorentina. Zigo, taking it as you might
expect, turned up on the substitutes bench
as demanded. In a white stetson, and a
white fur coat. The game itself was largely
forgotten, but the picture went around the
country.

Zigo ended his career at the age of 43,

after bouncing around the lower leagues,
and announced that he had dreamed of
dying in a Verona shirt, on the field, and
that the stadium would be named after
him.When his final club, Brescia, played
Verona, he simply refused to take the field.

Unbelievably talented, and unbelievably
frustrating, Zigo captured hearts and
imagination in his career. His attitude
certainly got in the way of what could
have been a spectacular career, but
without it he simply wouldn’t have been
Gianfranco Zigoni. Perhaps football could
use more talented rebels.

#UpThePeacocks
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2023-24 FIXTURES & RESULTS
Date

AUGUST
Sat 5th

Sat 12th

Tues 15th

Sat 19th

Sat 26th

Mon 28th

SEPTEMBER
Sat 2nd

Tues 5th

Sat 9th

Fri 15th

Tue 19th

Sat 23rd

Sat 30th

OCTOBER
Tue 3rd

Sat 7th

Sat 21st

Tues 24th

Sat 28th

NOVEMBER
Tues 7th

Sat 11th

Tues 21st

Sat 25th

KO/Score

2-1 W

4-1 L

1-1 D

1-0 W

3-2W

1-1 D

1-0 W

3-3 D

0-3 W

1-1 D

1-2 L

0-0 D

2-1 W

5-2 W

2-2 D

0-1 L

3-0 L

0-0 D

2-2 (4-3W Pens)

1-0 L

2-2 (8-7L Pens)

1-1 D

Competition

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

FAC 2Q

FAC 2QR

League

League

SPC1

League

League

League

League

SPC2

League

League

League

Opponents

BRAINTREE TOWN (H)

Aveley (A)

Weymouth (A)

WELLING UNITED (H)

ST ALBANS CITY (H)

Maidstone United (A)

DARTFORD (H)

Chippenham Town (A)

Tonbridge Angels (A)

Merthyr Town (A)

MERTHYR TOWN (H)

HAVANT &WATERLOOVILLE (H)

EASTBOURNE BOROUGH (H)

PORTISHEAD TOWN (H)

Dover Athletic (A)

HAMPTON & RICHMOND (H)

Bath City (A)

Chelmsford City (A)

STREET (H)

Hemel Hempstead Town (A)

Truro City (A)

WORTHING (H)

Att

801

372

1,252

727

642

2,014

902

634

852

1,583

774

877

670

273

617

843

1,537

645

298

491

-

765

Lge Pos

4th

15th

14th

9th

5th

6th

5th

6th

5th

N/A

N/A

4th

3rd

N/A

2nd

3rd

5th

5th

N/A

13th

15th

15th
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Date

DECEMBER
Sat 2nd

Sat 9th

Sat 16th

Sat 23rd

Tues 26th

JANUARY
Sat 6th

Tue 9th

Sat 13th

Tues 23rd

Sat 27th

Tue 30th

FEBRUARY
Sat 3rd

Tues 6th

Sat 10th

Tue 13th

Sat 17th

Tues 20th

Sat 24th

Tues 27th

MARCH
Sat 2nd

Tue 5th

Sat 9th

Tues 12th

Sat 16th

Sat 23rd

Fri 29th

APRIL
Mon 1st

Sat 6th

Tue 9th

Sat 13th

Sat 20th

KO/Score

A-A

4-0W

3-0 L

2-2 D

4-1 L

3-0 L

0-1 L

1-1 D

0-2 L

2-2 D

1-1 (5-4W Pens)

0-0 D

7:45pm

3:00pm

7:45pm

7:45pm

3:00pm

3:00pm

7:45pm

3:00pm

7:45pm

7:45pm

3:00pm

3:00pm

3:00pm

3:00pm

3:00pm

3:00pm

7:45pm

3:00pm

3:00pm

Competition

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

SPC QF

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

League

Opponents

Eastbourne Borough (A)

FARNBOROUGH (H)

Havant &Waterlooville (A)

TONBRIDGE ANGELS (H)

Yeovil Town (A)

Slough Town (A)

YEOVIL TOWN (H)

DOVER ATHLETIC (H)

WEYMOUTH (H)

AVELEY (H)

BRIDGWATER TOWN (H)

Welling United (A)

TRURO CITY (H)

St Albans City (A)

TORQUAY UNITED (H)

MAIDSTONE UNITED (H)

CHIPPENHAM TOWN (H)

Dartford (A)

WESTON-SUPER-MARE (H)

Truro City (A)

SLOUGH TOWN (H)

Worthing (A)

Torquay United (A)

Eastbourne Borough (A)

CHELMSFORD CITY (H)

Weston-Super-Mare (A)

BATH CITY (H)

Hampton & Richmond (A)

Braintree Town (A)

Farnborough (A)

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD TOWN (H)

Att

N/A

680

766

768

6,301

-

947

3,001

847

661

766

579

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lge Pos

15th

14th

16th

17th

19th

19th

19th

20th

20th

20th

N/A

20th

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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&
Persons entering this stadiummust abide by the Stadium Regulations as printed in the matchday programme
and displayed on posters inside the stadium. Failure to do so may result in ejection from the premises, a ban
from attending any future events and also be the subject of a football banning order. Admission to and the
right remain within the stadium is strictly on condition that anyperson attending will adhere to the Stadium
Regulations as detailed below.

1. All persons must complywith any directions given by a Steward, Club Official or Police Officer
2. Encroachment onto the playing area, sterile area, or its adjoining parts is prohibited.
3. Climbing on any building,wall, fence orany other structure is prohibited.
4. Persons must not throw any object onto the pitch or within the spectator areas.
5. Persons must not be in possession of, and/or lighting any firework or flare.
6. Chanting or singing of an obscene, indecent, discriminatory or offensive nature is not permitted.
7. Persons must not use obscene, indecent, discrminatory, offensive or threatening language.
8. Persons must not use obscene, indecent, discrminatory, offensive or threatening gestures.
9. Persons must not damage or deface Club and Stadium property.
10. Persons must not damage, deface orobstruct anynotice or advertisement.
11. Alcohol must not be brought into the stadium.
12. Persons must not consume alcohol that has not been purchased at Taunton Town FC.
13. Persons must not consume alcohol in any alcohol free designated areas.
14. There will be zero tolorance to alcohol abuse/misuse.
15. There will be zero tolorance to drug possession, use and abuse.
16. Smoking is permitted in the stadium except in areas designated as a No Smoking area.
17. Umbrellas are permitted within the stadium but must not be used if obstructing the view of

other spectators.

Spectators must also note the following:

A) The Club does not accept any responsibility or liabilitywhatsoever for any loss or damage to
vehicles or their contents, or any other personal property brought onto the Clubs premises and
stadium.

B) The Club is unable to accept anyadditional responsibility forminors attending matches
beyond those matters covered by the Stadium Regulations.

C) Photography and use of video including CCTV is in operation at all matches and events and
may be used in any of ourmedia channels as well as press releases.

D) Dogs on a lead are permitted in the Stadium but they remain the sole responsibility of their
owner at all times.

THE CLUB RESERVES THE RIGHTTO CARRYOUT PERSONAL
SECURITY SEARCHES AND/OR REFUSE ADMISSION TOANY

PERSON ATANYTIME, WITHOUTEXPLANATION.

STADIUM RULES REGULATIONS
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Find out our plans for your area:
footballfoundation.org.uk

ThePremier League,
The FAandGovernment
are together for football.
Unlockingthe power
of pitchestotransform
lives andstrengthen
communities.



Kick off your career in the
sports industry

Turn your passion for football into a career with the UniversityCampus of
Football Businessand its Global Institute of Sport where you can study a w ide

range of courses w ith access to iconic stadiums and global summits.

We have alumni work ing in
each of the 20 Premier League

clubs and 49 of the 72 EFL clubs

I really enjoyed my time at GISwhere I
gained valuable analysisknowledge and
additional coaching experience. This is

definitely the place to go if working
in football is your long term aim.

Dene Field
GISgraduate, First Team Analyst and Coaching

Assistant at Watford FC Women

Scan here for more
informat ion and how to
apply, or visit UCFB.ac.uk

They say if you have a job that you
love you’ll never work a day in your
life and I genuinely feel l ike that.

Mya Graham,
UCFB graduate, Assistant Producer at talkSPORT

Over 90% of UCFB graduates find
full-time employment within
6 months of graduating with
two thirdsof those working
in footbal l and sport

TheFAandGovernment
are together for football.

of pitchestotransform
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THE TEAMS
VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH I TUESDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2024 I kick-off 7:45pm

WWW.TAUNTONTOWNFC.COM

1
2
4
5
7
8
9
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
21
22
23
32
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O
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O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

DAN LAVERCOMBE (Gk)
ZAC BELL

NICK GRIMES
DAN BALL

OLLie CHAMBERLAIN
LLOYD JAMES
NAT JARVIS

Rabby tabu minzamba
ROSS STEARN

PHIL MENDONCA
ZAC SMITH

CAMERON EVANS
Marcus day

CALLUM DOLMAN
LLOYD IRISH (GK)

MARLEY ROSE
LOUIE SLOUGH

EVANDER GRUBB

MATCH OFFICIALS

REFEREE:
PHILLIP EDDIE

ASSISTANT REFEREE:
AIDAN MADDEN

ASSISTANT REFEREE:
MARK KING

HEAD OF FOOTBALL: ROB DRAY MANAGER: paulwotton

V
JAMES HAMON (GK)
MORGAN JONES (GK)
BEN ADELSBURY
CONNOR RILEY-LOWE
RYAN LAW
SAM SANDERS
JAMES MELHADO
ED PALMER
JAMES TAYLOR
ADAM PORTER
MATT BUSE
RYAN BRETT
WILL DEAN
BILLY PALFREY
DAN ROONEY
DANIEL SULLIVAN
ANDREW NEAL
TYLER HARVEY
OBED YEBOAH
HARVEY GREENSLADE


